
Emsworth, a small waterside town in the South of England, is
set on a flat coastal plain at the head of Emsworth Channel,
one of the main arms of Chichester Harbour. The surrounding
landscape and seascape give Emsworth a very clear sense of
place combined with scenic quality and local distinctiveness. It
is surrounded on three sides, by woodland to the north, a river
valley in the east and farmland in the west. The settlement is
an attractive feature well integrated into the landscape. Parts
of Emsworth and its surroundings fall within the Chichester
Harbour Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).

Map 2 opposite shows Emsworth and its neighbouring
settlements.

Characteristic Landscape Features
In a survey of residents (February 2004), 95% of respondents valued
the open spaces surrounding Emsworth. They are fundamental to the
identity and character of the settlement, giving a strong sense of
place and contributing to the quality of life.
Emsworth is located towards the western edge of the
Havant/Chichester section of the South Coast Plain. This is a flat open
plain with rich high-grade soils (grades 1-3) in the west and lower
grade soils (grades 3-4) in the north and east. Most of the high-grade
soils are under cultivation either for arable crops or for market
gardening, mostly flowers, including an extensive glasshouse
complex at Denvilles, a prominent feature in this open flat landscape
(page 4, photo 1), while most of the lower grade soils support
woodland (north) and pastureland (east).

Strong features of the landscape around Emsworth include
predominantly broadleaved woodland, large open arable fields
bounded along the main roads by substantial hawthorn hedgerows
(in the northwest), copses, small groups of mature trees in parkland
and medium-sized pasture fields divided by hedgerows. To the east
the River Ems stream corridor forms an important part of the
landscape character. The valley is mostly unimproved grassland used
for grazing. A network of watercourses, some associated with the old
mills, others with irrigation and watercress beds divide the meadows
into small lush areas. A public footpath runs across this grazing land
linking Emsworth with Westbourne. For part of its course, the Ems
forms both the Borough and County boundary. Thorney Island to the
south-east is an open, low lying grassland peninsula with few field
boundaries bringing a sense of remoteness and a wilderness quality
to the harbour edges (Photo 6). The undeveloped character of this
area is almost unique on the south coast.

The Harbour’s outstanding quality is due to its unique blend of land
and sea, especially the combination of large-scale open water areas
and intimate creeks. Low tide exposes mud flats and salt-marsh,
creating a wide-open remote wilderness.

The Havant Borough Townscape, Landscape and Seascape Character
Assessment, February 2007 (HBLCA) is an integrated assessment of
the rural and urban landscape and seascape to inform the emerging
Havant Local Development Framework. (See footnote 1)
The Landscape Character Assessment identifies six locally distinctive
Landscape Character Areas (LCAs) within Emsworth. Three of these
areas are townscape (Historic Core, New Brighton and Western
Suburbs) and three are landscape (Southleigh Forest, Southleigh
Agricultural Plain, and part of Warblington Plain).
In addition to describing the key characteristics of each of these
LCAs, which include landform, biodiversity, history, tranquillity, access,
openness and visibility, specific local key issues are identified.

Design Considerations
1 The characteristic landscape features of Emsworth

including wooded shoreline, open coastal plain,
broadleaved woodland and small hedgerow-bound fields.

2 Trees and hedgerows bordering open spaces, which
protect the rural nature of these areas and screen new
development.

3 Woodland, which provides a buffer to the urban
environment.

Landscape Setting1
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Some of the key issues affecting the landscape around Emsworth
include:
• loss of boundary hedgerows leading to large fields
• unmanaged or waste land on the edges of urban areas has an

adverse effect on the landscape
• visual impact of the proposed employment site (adjacent to the

A27) on the northern part of Emsworth
• encroachment of urban character into adjacent open rural areas,

especially east of Denvilles and east of Redlands Lane
• erosion of former Church Path between Emsworth and

Warblington at stream outfall (bottom of Warblington Road)
• intensive use of farmland for horse grazing resulting in

overgrazing and degradation of the landscape.

The landscape strategy recommended for all 6 LCAs is to conserve,
restore and/or enhance the local character and specific land
management guidelines are given for each of the landscape LCAs.
The Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
Landscape Character Assessment (2005) also gives examples of
planning land management guidelines some of which are given
below under the sub-section ‘A Sustainable Landscape’.

Pictures opposite show some of Emsworth’s landscape features:

1, 2 To the north lies Hollybank Woods, part of Southleigh Forest
and the ancient Forest of Bere. This is the largest unspoilt
natural area within Emsworth forming the wooded skyline to
the north.

3, 4 The River Ems valley on the eastern fringe with a mixture of
arable and pasture arranged in small hedgerow-bound fields
marks the border with West Sussex.

5,6,7,8 The Harbour lies to the south with two millponds reaching
into the heart of the urban area on both sides of the historic
town centre. Large expanses of open water alternate with
mudflats at low tide.

9 The wooded shoreline at Nore Barn Woods is characteristic
of the shoreline around Chichester Harbour.

10,11 To the west, open countryside mainly consisting of large open
fields of arable farmland with few hedgerows provides a clear
separation from the larger urban area of Havant.

Footnote 1
“The diverse range of habitats across Havant Borough is testament to the long and
complex interaction of the physical environment with the people who have settled and
shaped the landscape. The future protection and enhancement of the rich biodiversity
resource is essential for the future landscape character of the Borough” HBLCA 2007.
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Maps are based on Ordnance Survey data
provided by HBC. "© Crown Copyright.
All rights reserved (LA100019217) (2006)."
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Map 2. Emsworth and neighbouring settlements



Views
Nine views are identified in the text below and are illustrated
opposite. The location and orientation of the viewpoints are shown
on Map 3.

Within and around Emsworth, glimpses of Harbour (8), millponds (4),
open fields (3) and woods give a rural feel to the built environment.
Residents and visitors particularly value the views of Emsworth from
the water and coastal paths (6 & 7). Open spaces are windows out
onto views.

The open, mainly unspoilt views across to Thorney Island within West
Sussex (5) are important in maintaining a natural environment for
Chichester Harbour as a setting for Emsworth. Except for the
footpath along the foreshore, views of the Harbour are limited to the
few roads which lead down to the waterside (8).

In the east, trees adjacent to the River Ems result in an enclosed
landscape with intermittent views from the footpath further north
across the Ems valley towards the South Downs (3). Long open views
across the agricultural plain can be seen from the junction of
Horndean and Southleigh Roads (1).

Due to the flat landscape, views are limited along most of the roads
and streets of the urban environment. Hollybank Woods provides
containment to the north, with the trees giving a visual backdrop to
the housing along the northern edge. Short-range views are possible
where the urban edge abuts Hollybank Woods. In the north-east,
there are views from the road out towards Westbourne across open
agricultural land (2). In the south west, the old Church Path provides
a dramatic view of Warblington Castle (9).

Design Considerations
4 The quality and character of Emsworth’s landscape setting

and associated views from within Emsworth and the
Harbour.

5 Emsworth’s role as an attractive settlement within the
landscape.

6 A street-scene illustration of a new development project
would establish its overall impact on the surroundings,
particularly the Emsworth skyline.

Landscape Setting - continued1
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Map 3.
Location and orientation of views pictured opposite.

Maps are based on Ordnance Survey data provided by HBC. "© Crown Copyright.
All rights reserved (LA100019217) (2006)."



Expanse of fields to west from Horndean Road. Glasshouse complex in the north.

Rural view of Westbourne Church spire east across open farmland.

Pastureland in Ems valley from eastern urban fringe with
South Downs in distance.

Open expanse of water over Peter Pond from A259.

Emsworth Harbour towards Thorney Island from bottom of South Street.Emsworth panorama from Thorney Island coastal path.

Emsworth panorama from Hayling Island with South Downs as backdrop.

Long view from coastal path across Chichester Harbour to Hayling Island.

To the west across arable farmland to Warblington Castle.
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Nature Conservation Areas and
‘wildlife corridors’
The open spaces around Emsworth provide valuable wildlife habitats.
In the 2004 survey, 87% of respondents considered nature
conservation areas to be highly important features contributing to
the distinctive character of Emsworth. Several areas are supported by
local voluntary groups in conjunction with environmental
organisations such as Hampshire Wildlife Trust and the Environment
Agency. The extension of such schemes needs support and
encouragement.

Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) is an important habitat for wildfowl with national, european
and international significance, namely: Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (national designation), Special Protection Area for Birds, (EU
Directive) and Ramsar wetland (international treaty to conserve
wetlands all over the world). It is also part of the Solent Maritime
European Site “Special Area of Conservation” (Habitats Directive). It
is this incredible diversity of estuarine habitats, and birds in particular
that makes this coastline so important.

In addition, several other areas are of particular significance for
nature conservation. Most are Sites of Importance for Nature
Conservation (SINCs) or their equivalent and/or are part of Chichester
Harbour AONB. (see Map 4: Locations of Nature Conservation Areas
and SINCs)

Hollybank Woods is a very large area (61 hectares) of mainly
deciduous broadleaved woodland, part of the larger Southleigh
Forest and the ancient Forest of Bere. (Photos 1 and 2) Several
ancient woodland indicators have been recorded as well as several
species of bats, 3 species of orchid and native bluebells. The woods
are a local site for nesting buzzards and over 170 species of moths
including several rare species. Numerous small streams flow through
these woods.

Brook Meadow is an area of neutral unimproved grassland, which
is becoming increasingly scarce nationally. Notable species found
here include Water Voles, the most endangered mammal in Britain, 7
old meadow indicators and a nationally scarce sedge, with over 300
flowering plants. The River Ems which flows through Brook Meadow
provides the specific habitat of a chalk river. (Photo 3)

Peter Pond and Slipper Mill Pond are two semi-saline lagoons
with a large variety of birds, several species of fish and 2 nationally
scarce invertebrates. Lumley Stream and Hermitage Ditch feed into
the northern part of Peter Pond. (Photos 4 and 5)

Town Mill Pond is a semi-saline lagoon in the centre of Emsworth
with a large variety of birds including swans, ducks, gulls and other
seabirds. The Westbrook, a small stream, which drains land to the
north flows into the Mill Pond. (Photo 6)

Nore Barn Woods has two areas of woodland, one colonised and
the other semi-natural. The wooded shoreline is a characteristic
feature of Chichester Harbour. Although not designated as ancient
woodland, it has 8 ancient woodland indicators. There are a few
areas of salt marsh along the southern edge. Over 40 species of birds
have been recorded on the adjacent mud flats. (Photo 7)

“Westbrook Meadows” is privately owned grazing land.
(Page 10, Photo 3)

Design Considerations
7 Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation and

associated wildlife corridors in and around Emsworth.

8 Maintenance and enhancement of boundaries between
urban areas and these nature conservation areas.

9 The importance of coastal habitats within the AONB.

Landscape Setting - continued1
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Wildlife corridor
The pastureland along the Ems stream corridor on the eastern fringe
of Emsworth, Brook Meadow, Peter Pond and Slipper Mill Pond form
a ‘wildlife corridor’ linking the countryside to the north with the
Harbour in the south. (See map opposite)

Local Nature Reserves
Brook Meadow has recently (March 2008) been designated as a
Local Nature Reserve by Natural England (previously English Nature).

Boundaries between urban environment and nature
conservation areas
It is especially important that the boundaries between the urban
environment and nature conservation areas are enhanced and
properly maintained. Features such as kissing gates, stiles, bridges
and interpretation boards indicate that these are special and valued
areas while hedgerows and wooded areas provide a buffer to the
urban environment as well as important wildlife habitats.

Pressures on wildlife and nature conservation areas
Nature conservation areas in and around Emsworth have
considerable wildlife value which are afforded some protection by
their SINC and/or AONB designation but are vulnerable to:
• encroachment by development, especially into Hollybank Woods,

Nore Barn Woods and Brook Meadow.
• attenuation of adjoining wildlife corridors, especially the

pastureland along the Ems valley on the eastern fringe of
Emsworth.

• increasing pressure of public use, especially in Hollybank Woods,
Nore Barn Woods and Brook Meadow.
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Town Mill Pond
(AONB and SINC).

SINCs & Nature Conservation Areas

Velvet Shank
Red
Breasted
Merganser

Little Egret

Early
Purple
Orchid

Small Copper

Water
Vole

Banded
Demoiselle

Kingfisher

Marbled White

Ragged
Robin

Brent Geese

Small
White

Redshank

Cuckooflower

4

5

6

7

Selection of wildlife found
in these conservation areas

3

2

Southleigh Forest
(SINC).

Brook Meadow
(SINC).

1

Maps are based on Ordnance Survey data
provided by HBC. "© Crown Copyright.
All rights reserved (LA100019217) (2006)."

Wildlife corridor
running

North / South

Map 4
Locations



Recreation
The green spaces and harbour bordering Emsworth are greatly valued
by residents and visitors alike and fulfil an important recreational
need contributing to quality of life. Much of this space is readily
accessible to the public, providing opportunities for relaxation,
leisure, sport and education. Local schools use some of the green
spaces as their ‘outdoor classroom’.

Access to Countryside
A number of key footpaths pass through these open spaces. On
occasions there can be a conflict between the needs of the various
user groups such as pedestrians and cyclists. The concept of multi-use
paths needs to be interpreted sensitively to minimise this conflict.
The HBC Open Spaces Plan seeks to increase cycle access to open
spaces.

The attractive Harbour edge is highly accessible. The Wayfarers’
Walk, which starts in Emsworth, follows the popular foreshore path,
which has a rural character much valued by residents. The path is
narrow and informal, edged on the landward side by long gardens.
The Wayfarer’s Walk then passes along the northern edge of Nore
Barn Woods. Horse riders are directed to the south along a short
permissive bridleway.
The southern section of the Sussex Border Path passes along the Ems
stream corridor linking Emsworth town centre with Westbourne to
the north.
Hollybank Woods in the north is very accessible with numerous
footpaths through the woods linking up with the Sussex Border Path
with a bridleway running from the northern end of Hollybank Lane to
Emsworth Common Road.

Harbour facilities
As one of the UK’s foremost sailing centres, Chichester Harbour is
well used by local people and visitors. The leisure opportunities
provided by the Harbour in Emsworth are highly valued by residents:
96% of respondents to the 2004 survey valued the Harbour and
waterfront and 58% said they used the Harbour facilities.
Dinghies and smaller boats can be launched and retrieved from
slipways in South Street and King Street as well as at Emsworth
Sailing Club and various points along the foreshore. Larger vessels
can be lifted in/out at the Emsworth Slipper Sailing Club quay, and
the Marina. The pontoon, which runs into the Harbour off the Mill
Pond wall allows pedestrian and wheelchair access to vessels.
Within Emsworth itself, the Town Mill Pond is an additional valuable
resource. As well as providing a beautiful waterside environment
where people can stroll and view the swans and other water birds, it
provides a safe environment for introducing young children to
sailing.

Design Considerations
10 The informal and rural nature of open spaces in and

around Emsworth.

11 The informal and semi-rural character of foot and cycle
ways in keeping with their surroundings.
The use of surfacing materials which complement this
character.

Landscape Setting - continued1
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Recreation

School field trip
in Brook Meadow.

Wayfarers
Walk

around the
north of

Nore Barn
Woods.

Popular rural footpath
between Emsworth and Westbourne.

Various water activities.

Runners using Wayfarers Walk.

8



A Sustainable Landscape
The countryside around Emsworth is on the urban fringe. This provides
valuable opportunities for access and recreation but means that it is
vulnerable to encroachment by development and increasing pressure
from public access. Space is already at a premium for outdoor leisure
facilities and developing these could urbanise the landscape.

Landscape and countryside management
Local people are involved in a range of nature conservation groups
within Emsworth and its surroundings. As well as supporting the
habitat itself the various voluntary groups that manage these areas
play a large part in raising public awareness about wildlife
conservation by organising leisure and educational activities for local
children, including schools, as well as the wider community (e.g.
Hollybank Woods and Brook Meadow groups). (Photos 1 and 2)
There are Government initiatives, such as agri-environment schemes
and other land management regimes, which support landowners in
managing the landscape for wildlife. This could involve planting
hedgerows and native trees and farming land for wildlife. There are
some potentially valuable areas within Emsworth which are not being
effectively managed for wildlife and are in danger of being degraded.
Privately owned rough grazing land to the west of the Emsworth
recreation ground, known locally as ‘Westbrook Meadows’, is a good
example of a valuable habitat with SINC status, which is being
overgrazed by horses. (Photo 3)
In some areas strips of countryside bordering the road could be
enhanced to better define the countryside. (See Maps 5a and 5b
opposite for possible locations). In other areas groups of trees may
merit TPOs (e.g. in the area surrounding the roundabout at the
junction of Southleigh Road and New Brighton Road.)

Public access
Increased access gives rise not only to wear and tear and disturbance
of wildlife but also, sadly, to increased levels of litter and vandalism
(Photo 4). Many of the key footpaths pass through important wildlife
habitats as already described. Conflicts can therefore arise between
improving public access for all and protecting wildlife habitats.

Water pollution
The watercourses, mill ponds and Harbour - important for wildlife and
recreation - are very sensitive to pollution, especially as the River Ems
is comparatively unpolluted and is the most bio-diverse chalk river in
Hampshire and West Sussex. Pollution from whatever source
(agricultural, industrial, residential or marine) could do irreparable
damage to wildlife and to the safety and enjoyment of water sports in
the Harbour and in the Town Mill Pond. The Westbrook which flows
across arable land to the north west of Emsworth enters Chichester
Harbour AONB at the Town Mill Pond. The River Ems flows through
arable and pastureland to the north before entering Brook Meadow
bounded by a small industrial estate in the west (Photo 5), eventually
entering Chichester Harbour AONB at Dolphin Quay. The Lumley
Stream and millrace pass through both farmland and residential areas
in the east before entering Chichester Harbour AONB at Peter Pond.
Peter Pond also has an inlet from a new development just over the
border in West Sussex.

Climate change
When making decisions and establishing policy concerning the
coastline there is a need to balance the needs of both people and the
environment. The policy as to whether to protect a particular area of
coastline or not will be established through the development of the
“North Solent Shoreline Management Plan” and recommendations for
implementation through the “Portchester to Emsworth Coastal
Defence Strategy Plan”. Both these documents are yet to be finalised.
Where coastal defences are proposed, compliance with the European
Birds and Habitats Directive is to be encouraged.

Design Considerations
12 Sensitive management of public access to these open

spaces in ways which would help to sustain their rural
qualities.

13 Minimise the visual impact of buildings and the physical
impact of increased access. Use of permeable surfaces
such as gravel, etc. where appropriate.

14 The linking of habitats and avoidance of the
fragmentation of landscapes.

15 The small field hedgerow character to the east of New
Brighton Road around the Ems Valley north of A27(T).

16 Sympathetic form, design and materials of any new or
replacement coastal defences.

Landscape Setting - continued1
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Vandalised fence at entrance to Brook Meadow.

Children enjoying a guided
walk in Hollybank Woods.

Hampshire Wildlife Trust Watch group at work.

‘ Westbrook Meadows’ overgrazed by horses.

A small industrial
estate backs onto
Brook Meadow

with surface water
outlets into the

River Ems.
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5b.
Warblington roundabout:

5a
Westbourne Road:

Map 5
Strips of Countryside
which could be
enhanced
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Sustainable
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