
Cash machines are in place at Tesco’s, Nat West; 
the Main Road’s Jet Garage and at the Co-op. Not 
everyone can use them though, (arthritic fingers and 
the like) so tillers offer an alternative for cash trans-
actions and other banking facilities at the Nat West 
Bank (for those who bank there) and at the newly 
refurbished Post Office inside the Co-op. 

Some shops in Emsworth only take cash, but 
cards can be used in other outlets and at pubs, cafes, 
restaurants and businesses. Having cash to spend 
makes the whole shopping experience in Emsworth 
even more enjoyable. Having both cash and card to 
hand seems best.

Nat West Bank has cut its opening hours but is 
optimistic about staying put in Emsworth for the 
foreseeable future.  A NatWest spokeswoman re-
cently said: “We reduced the opening hours at the 
Emsworth branch because fewer customers were 
using the branch. However we constantly review the 
opening hours of our branches based on customer 
demand and are considering increasing the hours 
again in Emsworth, as a result of the nearby Leigh 
Park branch closing.” 

Nat West has to be profitable and as part of its 
banking service offers mortgage advice, insurance 
services and responsible lending. The branch at 
Emsworth is too small to accommodate advisers 
and specialist bankers for these areas, but the staff 
there can give information and pass enquiries on to 
Havant branch. It also means that Emsworth is ac-
knowledged as the generating branch. Important, as 
Barclays cited the lack of business in these areas as 
one reason for not being profitable enough to remain 
open in Emsworth.

Giles Babb, Chair of Emsworth’s business commu-
nity, the EBA, is urging businesses and residents to 
bank with Nat West if they can. “The more people 
who bank with Nat West in the town, the more likely 
it is to stay open. 

The ERA’s Treasurer, John Robinson is in the pro-
cess of moving the association’s bank account to Nat 
West. Chair Jo Dyer believes the move is right. “We 
hope that by moving the ERA’s account to Nat West, 
others may have the confidence to do the same; 
other organisations and residents.” 

Giles says the EBA has made the same decision. 

“We have moved the EBA’s bank accounts there and 
hope others may follow suit. We are holding an open 
meeting with residents, businesses and associations 
on 15th April. (Contact the EBA for more informa-
tion.) Nat West is becoming a member of the EBA 
too, so that’s commitment.”  

*The ‘switching process from other banks to Nat 
West is easy to do and takes between 7 and 10 days 
to complete. Interest paid by Nat West is comparable 
to other High Street banks. The Emsworth branch 
has a dedicated accounts specialist called Maria, 
who guides everyone through the process of either 
switching or opening a new account. The Nat West 
handle all switching of direct debits etc., so it really 
is quite painless. Recent switchers have reported no 
problems at all. To switch, just pop into the branch 
and make an appointment to see Maria.

The Post Office has been quick off the mark to 
offer an almost complete banking service from their 
site in the Co-op. The refurbished area is brighter and 
has more space now. It has the feel of a small bank 
too. What do they offer though? Well, it’s easy for 
private bankers to pay in cheques, for most banks 
and withdrawing cash is simple but it seems there’s 
more in the way of banking besides for residents.

 Gary Trodd, Post Office Services Manager at the 
Co-op said; “The newly modernised Post Office with-
in our Emsworth store is part of a major moderni-
sation programme across the PO network designed 
to make it easier for customers to do business. 
Customers can access banking services seven days 
a week and for an extra 45 hours per week.”

“This includes everything from cash withdrawals, 
sending funds abroad using Moneygram, paying 
bills, buying holiday money, getting insurance, 
mortgages, savings’ and topping up mobile phones.”

“Customers for the majority (95%) of UK banks 

can use their PO for their personal banking including 
cash deposits and withdrawals and bill payments.” 
Businesses can’t deposit cheques and can’t get 
change at the moment. That may change.

Gary added: “We have three main PO counters 
within the Co-op in Emsworth; two open plan coun-
ters and one modern screened position which are 
open Monday to Saturday: 8am – 6pm and Sunday: 
10am – 2pm. There’s a PO serving point at the retail 
counter, for selected services during shop hours; 
Monday to Saturday: 7am – 8am and 6pm - 10pm. 
Sunday 7am – 10am and 2pm – 10pm. 

The Co-op has been supportive of the changes as 
it’s seen as a positive move forward for customers 
by making the PO’s services more conveniently avail-
able whenever the store is open.

So there are alternatives for banking in Emsworth 
as far as residents are concerned and for visitors too. 
They are the ones who spend in the town’s independ-
ent shops, pubs and cafes. For business banking, it’s 
more difficult, especially when they need to make 
cash transactions, so thinking about banking at Nat 
West is a good idea? 

Owner of the Gift Box, Kim Carraher has concerns, 
“We in Emsworth are in a unique position, having 
nearly every type of independent trader in the vil-
lage and if we don’t use them, we may lose them.” 

He urges people to, ‘have dinner, a fish supper and 
a pint of real ale or freshly brewed coffee; buy your 
meat and veg in town too, visit the Newsagents and 

get your shoes repaired. The list is endless. We may 
have lost two banks but there are alternatives.’

Local Estate Agent, Henry Adams said, “We are ex-
tremely lucky to have such a comprehensive range of 
services and shops available on our doorstep here in 
Emsworth. As members of the Emsworth Business 
Association we are proud to form part of the thriv-
ing community here which forms such a big part of 
Emsworth’s attraction.” 

“There are few other villages set between 
Chichester Harbour and the South Downs National 
Park that offer such a diverse range of services. We 
hope both locals and visitors to Emsworth continue 
to support our fantastic local economy which in turn 
will enable it to go from strength to strength.”

Several planning applications have been received 
by HBC from Collina Ltd, an Isle of Man based firm, 
for the old Lloyds Bank building. Back in 2011 plan-
ning permission was granted to convert the upper 
part of the building into flats. The new applications 
seek further changes. The 3988 sq. ft. property is still 
on the market for £650,000. The Barclays building 
still has 4 years to go on the bank’s existing lease. 

Emsworth is a great town to live in, with all of 
its natural beauty, facilities, one stop shopping and 
top events like the recent Red Nose spectacular. 
Not to mention the gastronomic eating and drinking 
experiences. Helping to keep it that way benefits 
everyone.

Lesley DiFonzo
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Money matters
With the recent closures of both Barclays and Lloyds 
banks, Emsworth residents and businesses have 
expressed their concerns about accessibility to banking 
facilities in the town.  
But the future for money matters in the town may not 
be as bad as it first appears. The Ems and Residents 
Association (ERA) have been asking questions and there 
are options.

Above: Sally Doig, a friendly face in the Post Office. Below: The Nat West showed support for Emsworth during Red Nose 
weekend. Maria selling tickets for their hamper and Champagne.
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The Ems
The Ems is wholly owned and published by the Emsworth Residents’ Association.

Address 
Emsworth Residents’ Association, Emsworth 
Community Association Building, North Street, 
Emsworth, Hampshire, PO10 7DD
To phone the ERA or The Ems please refer to the 
ERA committee list

Copyright
Copyright of The Ems as a whole is held by the 
Emsworth Residents’ Association (ERA). The 
Copyright of all named articles and photographs 
in The Ems remains with the author/photogra-
pher, or with the ERA if no author is identified. 
Unless otherwise indicated, you may quote 
from, link to or publish brief excerpts from any 
article provided that you acknowledge both 
The Ems and the author as your source. The 
republishing of any article or large part thereof 
is prohibited without the express permission of 
the copyright holder.

Editorial
Please send all letters, articles and event notices 
for publication to Lesley DiFonzo: editor@
emsworthresidents.co.uk or by post to the 
above address.

Copy and publication date
The next issue will be published during the first 
week of April 2015. Please try to submit all 
letters and articles by 5 March 2015. If you want 
to submit after this date, please email the Editor 
first.

Advertising
If you would like to place an advertisement 
in The Ems, make changes to or have a query 
about your existing advertisement, please 
contact our Advertising Manager (Phoebe 
Atkinson) by sending an email to: ems.adverts@
emsworthresidents.co.uk
Advertisements are accepted in good faith, 
however, The Ems does not accept liability 
for advertisements nor endorses any services 
promoted in those advertisements. If you have 

a problem with any advertiser, we recommend 
you contact them in the first instance. If you do 
not get a satisfactory response, please email us 
and we will look into it.
For advertising costs, please email: ems.ad-
verts@emsworthresidents.co.uk or please call: 
Phoebe Atkinson
Invoice queries should be directed to accounts@
emsworthresidents.co.uk or telephone our 
treasurer John Robinson.

Distribution
The Ems is distributed free to all households in 
Emsworth and Hermitage by members of the 
ERA. If you are an Emsworth resident and you 
do not receive your copy within two weeks of 
the next issue publication date as printed above, 
please email ems.distribution@emsworthresi-
dents.co.uk or telephone our distributors, Janet 
& Chris Shaw 01243 377459.
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Design and Printing
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Content Management: Lesley DiFonzo (LDMS 
PR)
The Ems is printed by Johnston Press, The News 
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Committee:
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Emsworth Residents Association

Chairman’s letter from the Emsworth 
Residents Association (ERA)
A very warm welcome to this edition of The Ems. 
As summer approaches, my thoughts have turned 
to  what the ERA can hope to achieve for Emsworth 
and its residents. With our officer’s and other 
committee members’ help, we can tackle plan-
ning, transport, environmental and other issues 
that are important to the Emsworth community 
as a whole. We can lend our support to community 
projects when it’s needed as an association and 
with finance when we can. 

One recent project we are supporting, is 
“Emsworth in Bloom”. Sheila Morris’s passionate 
talk at our last AGM, telling us how she planned 
to tackle the work herself, with others in support, 
was inspirational. It highlighted just how keen 
residents are to keep Emsworth looking beautiful. 
Sheila’s initiative is going to benefit us all, not to 
mention the impression it will give to visitors who 
already enjoy and admire our village.

We do however need your support to achieve 
resident’s aims and their projects. Can we encour-
age those of you who have not already done so 
to complete the membership form enclosed inside 
this issue of The Ems please. The £5 (for two years) 
that it costs makes it possible to help us to achieve 
more. Every penny goes back into the Emsworth 
community, so please take a moment to com-
plete it and drop it into the Community Centre or 
Pastoral Centre or return it by post to the address 
found on the form. 

We enjoy the support of the Emsworth Business 
Association and local pubs, café’s and businesses 
offer discounts to ERA members, so it’s easy to 
recoup your £5 when you visit the town’s centre.

The Ems raises funds through advertising too 
and apart from production and printing costs, 
everything is done on a voluntary basis. So, if 
you have a business in Emsworth, Hermitage or 
nearby, please think about advertising in The Ems 
newspaper.

Through The Ems, our new website and emailed 
news we can now keep residents informed and up-
dated, regularly. In this issue, The Ems and ERA has 
tackled, researched and reported upon, resident’s 
concerns and issues. These include:- the closure 
of the banks, new cycle lane markings, flood pro-
tection work, the Open Area adjacent to Redlands 
Grange, its proposed artwork and more besides. 
We have communicated with all those dealing with 
these matters and others likely to be affected.

Our reports are therefore factual and made 
without comment or our personal judgement.

All planning applications and issues arising are 
monitored by the ERA’s planning portfolio holder 
who  with other members constantly ask questions, 
and obtain as many answers as possible. We stay 
in touch with council officers and local councillors 
and on occasions register legitimate objections 
within the rules to certain planning applications, 
draft Local plans and national legislation.

We try to work with other community groups all 
the time and in a great move, recently became af-
filiated to the Emsworth Community Association.

Emsworth Councillors come along to update 
residents and answer their questions at our quar-
terly (QGM) and annual (AGM) general meetings. 
The next one will be held at 7.30pm 27th April 
2015 at the Community Centre in North Street and 
will include “The Hustings” for those candidates 
standing for local elections. This will give you an 
opportunity to hear their aims and objectives and 
ask questions of them. So do come along on 27th 
April and tell the meeting any concerns you may 
have. We and those standing for election may be 
able to help. We will certainly listen.

Jo Dyer
Chair, Emsworth Residents Association

ERA Meeting Dates
Committee Meetings
13 April 
1 June 
13 July 
7 September 
12 October 
16 November

AGM and QGM 
Meeting Dates 
27 April 
27 July 
26 October

Become an ERA 
member and help 
your community

Please complete the ERA membership 
form (the form can be found in the 

centre pages of this issue).

Don’t forget, every single penny goes 
straight back to Emsworth Community 

projects. It’s only £5 for 2 years. 

The Ems raises funds too through its 
advertisers and most of that goes back 

into the community too.All open to the public
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A note of thanks 
The Ems team is lucky enough to have excellent vol-
unteers who deliver each issue of The Ems to just un-
der 7000 households and businesses in Emsworth, 
Hermitage and Thorney between them. Their efforts 
go largely without praise, so it is appropriate to say a 
‘huge thank you to you all. Without you, we wouldn’t 
have an Ems.’

One of our delivery people has decided to hang 
up his well - worn boots and pass his round on to 
another. Tony Yoward has delivered The Ems for 
the past 39 years to the residents around Slipper 
Mill Pond, without a gap. ‘We can never thank you 
enough Tony. Your effort has been outstanding, so 
from all the residents, the ERA and businesses in 
Emsworth, thank you.’            The Ems Team

7A HIGH STREET
EMSWORTH PO10 7AQ

Find out more at www.italladdsup.co.uk

Ring Chris Dyer-Smith, F.C.A.
on Emsworth 377037

FRESH MILK
FARM-PASTEURISED

AND BOTTLED
DELIVERED LOCALLY

S.H.YOUNG
& SON LTD

WARBLINGTON CASTLE FARM

(Havant) 023 9248 3374
ALSO SKIMMED AND  

STERILISED MILK, CREAM,  
EGGS, POTATOES ETC

Community Chest opened for Thorney
A Community Chest award was made at the recent 
AGM. Thorney Island School wish to refurbish an old 
double tennis court adjacent to the school into a mul-
ti-use games area (MUGA) to be used by the children, 
soldiers and their families - a 5-a-side football pitch, 
basketball pitch and a netball court and also to retain 
a new tennis court. Due to the high water table on 
the island the grass playground is often waterlogged. 

By resurfacing the area and installing an MUGA 
the community and school will have somewhere 
to use even when the ground is wet. The present 
surface is breaking up and is not safe for the children 
to continue to play on. It will also be used for inter 

school competitions, the newly formed Scout Group 
and the Community Youth Group.

A bid is being made on the Military Community 
Covenant in conjunction with West Sussex County 
Council towards the project cost of £52,240. 
However, the School has to raise 20% towards the 
cost which is approximately £10,000. A request was 
made for £600 towards this project and this was 
agreed unanimously by the meeting.

In the pipeline are two more applications, one to 
establish a lacrosse team in Emsworth and the other 
towards the project ‘Emsworth in Bloom’ and these 
will be referred to soon.   Jill Millar

700 homes proposed
Emsworth residents may be interested to look 
at a draft proposal which has been submitted to 
East Hampshire District Council, on the borders of 
Rowlands Castle and Horndean, including the site of 
Hazleton Farm. More information at: 
http://planningpublicaccess.easthants.gov.uk/
online-applications/   
Reference: 55562/001

Although this site (Site Address: Development 
Land East of Horndean, Rowlands Castle Road, 
Horndean) is to the north of Emsworth, it does 
propose up to 700 homes including local retail and 
community facilities that would be expected with 
such a large development.

Charles Ashe, Planning Officer ERA

Community Centre – new build project
Trustees of Emsworth Community Centre are still 
negotiating with Hampshire County Council (HCC) 
about the proposed building works. Members and 
regular users of the Community Centre have already 
been consulted as to what improvements they want 
and their views have been included in the plans.  

We are taking the opportunity to consult more 
widely, asking all Emsworth residents for their views 
on the proposals and any activities they would like 
the Centre to provide. Please do take a moment both 
to complete the questionnaire, which you will find in 
the centre of this edition of The Ems.  This will enable 
you to take part in our Prize Draw for five shopping 
vouchers worth £30 each.

Plans to improve the Community Centre are being 
drawn up by H.D. Architects of Emsworth, and these 
will go to HCC for final approval.   It had been hoped 
that work would start during the coming summer, 

but this now seems unlikely as further information 
and funding need to be firmed up before building 
work can proceed. With regard to the proposed 
move of the library to the Community Centre, nego-
tiations with HCC are still ongoing and no date has as 
yet been decided.  The trustees aim to see Emsworth 
Community Centre as a hub offering a wide range of 
advice, information and activities available to all the 
residents of Emsworth.

Further information on the building work will 
be provided in future editions of The Ems and on 
the Community Centre website www.emsworth-
communitycentre.org.uk. Through these means, 
Community Centre members, regular users and 
Emsworth residents will be kept fully informed on 
time lines for the building work and its likely impact 
on activities at the Centre.

Jean Tier, ECA Secretary

44 High Street • Emsworth • PO10 7AW  
Tel: 01243 377373 • Email: mail@driftwood-cafe.co.uk 

www.driftwood-cafe.co.uk

Proud winners of a Café 
Society Gold Award 2013

Housing and flood prevention measures
Nore Farm Stream/Selangor Avenue
While the planning application was being considered 
and final agreement with Highways Agency was still 
being sought in October last year, the Environment 
Agency installed a temporary structure to hold back 
the large volumes of water coming from north of the 
A27 during heavy and consistent rain. This structure 
has delivered a standard of protection which is con-
sidered by the Environment Agency to be acceptable.

As a result of this, the whole scheme, which in-
cluded wetlands and a wildlife habitat, might not be 
built, but the temporary structure will be augmented 
and made permanent. With the heavy rains occur-
ring during the past ten days, no flooding occurred in 
Selangor Avenue, although some house owners had 
pumps ready in case of any problems.
West Brook/Bridge Road
The planning application for 125 houses on the al-
located UE13 site was approved with conditions at 
the DMC on 18th December. Despite an independent 
flooding report prepared by geo-technical experts 
and commissioned by a concerned resident chal-
lenging those of the owner’s engineers, the flood 
alleviation scheme, which was the very minimum 
required by law, was approved, but it will have to 
be enhanced to meet the Environment Agency’s 
conditions, which include additional water storage 
in attenuation ponds.

The funding for this scheme, which is designed to 
alleviate flooding in Bridge Road and surrounding 
areas, is not yet forthcoming and the EA is hoping 
that funding will be approved when details are an-
nounced in February. The flood alleviation scheme 
put forward by the owner’s engineers and the ad-
dition of the scheme which will hopefully be funded 
by the EA, should go a long way to alleviating the 
flooding problems in Bridge Road.

However, there is still a problem with surface 

water drains becoming overwhelmed in times of 
heavy rain, thus overtopping into the foul sewers, 
which in turn overspill into some resident’s gardens. 
This is a matter that Southern Water is still looking 
into, and it is hoped that a final solution can be found 
in the not too distant future.
Bath Road
The first of two removable flood barriers has been 
installed at the south end of Bath Road by the EA 
and the second one is due to be installed within the 
next two months. These two barriers will prevent 
tidal flooding flowing up Bath Road and affecting the 
houses at the southern end.
Lumley Road/Brook Meadow
The flooding that has been caused over many years 
by the River Ems to houses in Lumley Road, particu-
larly Lumley Terrace, Rose Cottage and Gooseberry 
Cottage is being addressed by WSCC and the EA.

 A team of 35 volunteers manually built an 80 
metre long sandbag wall on land cleared in Brook 
Meadow. 1200 sandbags were delivered to the site 
by the EA and placed along the southern perime-
ter of Rose Cottage. This wall is a temporary flood 
defence measure and will and will form the core of 
a future earth bund on the meadow to protect the 
houses.

A planning application for a flood barrier wall by 
Lumley Cottages has been submitted to WSCC, and 
this should be determined by the end of January. It 
is intended that this should be funded under a Repair 
and Renewal Grant from DEFRA, and the qualifying 
date for the barrier and its completion has been ex-
tended to 30th June 2015, which gives much more 
time for the work to take place. 

If all these measures do go through, they will go 
a long way to protecting Lumley Cottages and the 
other houses in the immediate vicinity.

Chris Clode 
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For unbiased Independent 
Financial Advice on...
• Pension & early 

retirement planning
• Self-invested pension 

arrangements
• Life & critical illness 

cover

• Inheritance planning
• Free initial consultation
• Pension transfer 

analysis
• Mortgage Advice
• Investment Advice

FREEPHONE 0800 980 4136
2 The Old Flour Mill, Queen Street, Emsworth, 

Hampshire, PO10 7BT
Independent Financial Solutions is the trading name of DMJ Associates. 

DMJ Associates is an appointed representative of 
Adviser Business Solutions Ltd 

which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage. 

The FCA does not regulate Inheritance Tax Planning and some types of mortgage.

Weldrite Engineering 
Services

Station Garage
MOT Test Centre
Servicing & Repairs
Bosch Diagnostic 
Specialists

Credit cards accepted
Free local collection & delivery
Open 6 days a week from 8am

01243 375076
07747 844961 or 07762 01102

CHURCHERS BOLITHO WAY is a leading
Hampshire law firm providing businesses
and individuals with a comprehensive
range of quality legal services.

Our offices are located in convenient town
centre locations:-
Fareham, Cosham, Gosport, Lee on the Solent,Fareham, Cosham, Gosport, Lee on the Solent,
Portsmouth and Ryde

To find out more about our services and how
they could benefit you then please feel free
to contact us.

60/62 Northern Road, Cosham    •    023 9221 0170
info@cbwsolicitors.co.uk    •    www.cbwsolicitors.co.uk

Emsworth in bloom 
again and a Town 
Millpond clean-up

Two new initiatives have been started by residents in 
the hope of seeing visible improvements to both the 
state of the Town Millpond and the town’s planters 
and flowering tubs. Residents have formed special 
working parties and groups to tackle the work 
themselves. 

The weekend of Comic Relief and red noses saw 
the town burst into colour again. The teams cleaned 
scrubbed and planted bulbs and flowers in many 
tubs and planters. Beautiful bright multi - colour-
ed Primulas gave the promise of spring back to 
Emsworth.

Residents are stepping forward to help with the 
Emsworth in Bloom project, led by resident, Sheila 
Morris. (Sheila has been responsible for the colourful 
display seen in her own street for the past 20 years). 
Already the group has volunteers in place for the 
Nile Street and Queen Street planter tubs, who are 
willing to plant, water and generally maintain them. 

Following a talk given by her at the ERA’s AGM, 
it was easy to see that people do feel passionate 
about how Emsworth looks and really want to do 
something about the poor state of it. 

After a fairly slow start to the project Sheila is 
pleased things are moving along now. “The project 
requires planning and organising and we have start-
ed by meeting our councillors Brendan Gibb-Gray 
and Richard Galloway, who are supportive and a 
representative from the council to discuss how we 
can proceed with this project.

The project needs lots more  volunteers if it’s going 
to succeed.” In the past few weeks, it has snowballed. 
Sheila says, “The application for funding from the 
ERA’ Community Chest has just been completed and 
it has all been amazing; the passion and response 
from Emsworth Residents. The project has been well 
received.”

“There is definitely no money in the council coffers 
but they are happy to support both projects, so it’s 
up to us to make this happen.“

Councillor, Brendan Gibb-Gray feels the initiatives 
are good ones for Emsworth; “Let’s all get behind 
this and maybe consider window boxes at home; 
to compliment the lovely gardens in the town? It’s 
marvellous that residents feel able to get involved 
to act to improve the visual amenities in the town. 
The Town Millpond is vital to our flood defences and 
this project should improve it for everyone’s benefit.”

Sheila’s enthusiasm is catching and she is looking 
for more planting ideas; “We would like to see more 
planters and flowering tubs in and around Emsworth 
and would love to hear from people about where 
they think they should be.”

Residents and businesses are being asked to come 
up with good ideas to go to the Council with. The 
position of planters would have to take into account 
safety aspects, so suggestions would need to heed 
that.

Sheila has ideas for the future too. “My idea is 
to form small groups of 4 to 5 people who agree to 
sponsor one planter. The cost is small but the ben-
efits would soon be evident. One person to run the 
group with support from a committee (as yet to be 
formed) as back up.”

“Planting could take place in spring, summer and 
autumn with each group taking responsibility to 
keep the plants in good condition.”

She is hoping to get local organisations on board 
in support and says the project will have to look at 
raising funds too. 

Anyone interested in supporting the Emsworth in 
Bloom project can contact; Sheila Morris on 01243 
374640 or by email: she.bar@ntlworld.com

Lesley DiFonzo

Community News

And in the second 
joint initiative, the 
Town’s Millpond 
gets a thorough 
clean up
The Town Millpond, owned by Havant Borough 
Council, had a thorough clean up earlier this year 
before the Emsworth in Bloom team planted out 
bulbs and flowers in time to bloom for Easter. 

In late January, teams from HBC, started the 
ball rolling when they removed the weeds and 
rubbish from the edges of the Town Millpond wall 
over a 3 day period.

A keen group of residents, local to the Millpond, 
realised further clearing and cleaning would be 
needed and so decided to re-form the Friends of 
the Millpond to tackle more. The group had orig-
inally been started by John Mant, a Bath Road 
resident and it’s in his memory that the group has 
been re-formed with new volunteers.

Letters were sent out to residents living in 
roads that surround the Town Millpond asking for 
volunteers and over 60 stepped up to the mark. 
Watersedge Gardens, Creek End, Bridgefoot Path 
and Bath Road residents were all included in the 
send out. 

Others have volunteered too, from both of 
Emsworth Sailing Clubs. Slipper Sailing Club uses 
the Millpond regularly, so has a keen interest to 
see it maintained.

The first working party was held over 
Emsworth’s Red Nose town weekend on 14th 
March. Red noses given to the workers to wear, 
just added to the fun. The Millpond’s local volun-
teer residents had turned out to help and after lots 
of bags of rubbish and weeds had been removed 
and bricks from the Millpond wall retrieved to be 
replaced, the Emsworth in Bloom team did their 
job of planting out. Sheila gave direction and ad-
vice about planting on the day. 

With over 50 people helping, the Millpond gave 
up its secret stash of rubbish. No treasure here, 
just rusty old outboard engines, anchors, heavy 
duty music systems and some other unsavoury 
bits. All cleared out and taken away by the council 
in lorry loads.  It was hard wet and muddy work 
in the chill winds and a sight to behold. One that 
was welcomed by all. 

Volunteers provided their own equipment and 
HBC supplied heavy duty bags for rubbish and 
debris.  The group was encouraged to give £1 
each towards the costs of the plants planned for 

Bridgefoot Path and Bath Road. 
Although at the moment most volunteers are 

from the immediate neighbourhood, the group 
would love to hear from anyone in the wider 
Emsworth community, who would like to volun-
teer to help.

Please contact, Lorraine Clode on 377301 or by 
email to: lorraine.clode@gmail.com as more work 
parties are planned. 

As a community, Emsworth can be grateful for 
the special initiative shown by Sheila and by the 
Friends of the Millpond and thanks them for all 
their hard work and efforts to help keep the town 
looking beautiful.      Lesley DiFonzo
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Today’s Emsworth Museum is all about enjoying the 
town and its history through displays, films, talks, 
with involvement from all parts of the community. 
Last year saw Treagust the butcher’s celebratory ex-
hibition enjoyed by many. The Oyster film, ‘Death of 
a Dredge’, made by children from St James’ Primary 
School, also recently previewed at the Museum.

Linda Newell has been the volunteer administra-
tor at the Museum for a little under 9 years and has 
decided that the time is right to devote more time to 
her first love; researching. “I enjoy historical research 
the most and it has been nearly four years since I 
really did any.” 

Emsworth and its history hold a particular inter-
est for Linda.  “I grew up in Emsworth, having moved 
here from Norfolk, when I was only 9 years old.  I 
went to school at the old St James’ Primary School, 
(now the Community Centre), so I’ve got to know the 
town quite well.”  

Ask anyone, she has a limitless mind full of 
Emsworth’s historical facts relating to buildings, 
roads, names, nature, the town’s industries and 
businesses - especially the Oyster industry - and all 
the how’s, when’s, why’s and where’s.  

Before joining the Museum in 2006, Linda was 
involved with the Emsworth ‘Food Festivals’ for over 
7 years and had been and still is, a long standing 
member of the Emsworth Business Association, as 
their secretary. Almost as soon as she took up her 
role, she found herself involved with the big chang-
es about to take place at the Museum. A recently 
received legacy had meant things could modernise; 
the infrastructure could be updated, along with the 
systems and displays.

In 2006, a local Emsworth man, Dr Mountford had 
left several substantial legacies to local community 
places that could use some help. “One legacy was for 
the Cottage Hospital, another went to the Community 
Centre (hence the Mountford Rooms) and the last 
was to go to the Museum.” Linda told The Ems “With 
a legacy of over £20,000, the Museum could update 

its entire systems, displays and methods of archiving 
over 15,000 artefacts. In fact, the Museum’s legacy 
was the smallest, so as you can imagine, these were 
incredibly generous donations and so well received.” 

Emsworth Museum underwent a complete archi-
tecturally designed facelift which took a full year to 
complete. 

Having written her first book about the histo-
ry of Emsworth, it meant she might be the ideal 
candidate in the eyes of Chairman Gerry Williams 
and Secretary, Dorothy Bone to take over the role 
of administrator to help with archiving artefacts 
and work on many other things besides. For Linda, 
a great appeal was to be able to get involved with 
exhibitions and new projects.

“My first major task involved working with the 
Chichester Harbour Conservancy to help document 
an archaeological survey about the Emsworth 
Oysters and its industry. There was no dig as it 
involved working in an area of outstanding natural 
beauty (AONB).  The surveyors went out at low 
tide in the coldest months of the year, January and 
February. They worked at low tide for best visibility 
and access”. 

John Tweddell had already laid significant foun-
dations for the work carried out. He instigated the 
survey and had been arranging and giving talks and 
later he created the impressive Emsworth Oyster 
trail. His work was significant in the success of the 
Emsworth Oyster Industry story being told.

“I was doing all the paperwork and back-up 
research.” Linda recalls. “It was fascinating and I 
remember going up to London to Fishmongers Hall 
where I spent the day in the 16th century Library, 
searching through many enthralling archives, books 
and records.” 

At the end of the survey, she wrote a 147 page 
report, outlining everything the survey had under-
taken to do. The report included, the history, the 
boat builders, how the Oysters were fished and how 
the Oyster Merchants operated. 

The Museum held an exhibition to celebrate the 
Oyster industry (and its decline) in 2007. It was a 
heralded success. A book followed in 2012, written 
by Linda and supported by the Conservancy who 
recognised the Oyster industry’s important role in 
the Harbour’s history and in its future too. The book 
became an instant success.

During her time at the Museum, raising aware-
ness about the very existence of the Museum was 
probably one of the most important things she has 
done. “Not a week goes by without someone saying, 
‘Oh, I didn’t know Emsworth had a Museum’ and so 
I have always tried to spread the word and network 
with as many people as possible.” Linda feels she has 
made a start

 “One of my favourite bits about working at the 
Museum has been the children visiting. It buzzed 
with excitement, when they came. On one occasion, 
we had over 30 inquisitive children looking in won-
der at the displays, asking questions like ‘what’s the 
biggest’, ‘what’s the most expensive’? They were so 
challenging with their questions and comments.” 

The Ems Interview

“I went to the new St James Primary School to 
give a talk to 76 children about school in the ‘olden’ 
days. When I finished telling them all about my days 
at school, they couldn’t believe that we didn’t have 
computers and internet back then and wanted to 
know how on earth we managed.” 

“Hands shot up and the children wanted to know 
so much. It was a great experience. Emsworth is so 
lucky to have an active Museum and everyone in-
volved is a volunteer. The Museum has to rely heavily 
upon member subscriptions and donations to keep 
going.”

Linda is a really interesting person to talk and 
listen to and has spent years researching the town’s 
history already. As residents, we’re going to be lucky 
enough to see more examples of Linda’s historical 
pursuits in future issues of The Ems. Her first account 
is about the Lillywhite boys and girls in this issue.

Linda knows a 
thing or two
Her days of archiving Emsworth’s history and artefacts 
at the Museum may be coming to an end, but Linda 
Newell has no intention of letting the grass grow. 
Lesley DiFonzo talks to Linda Newell.
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Providing total
computer solutions

www.gcscomputers.co.uk

Established since 1994

 Services
 Business Servers & Workstations
 Home Office Systems
 IT Mobility
 Network Consultancy
 Software Applications
 Customer Training
 System Upgrades / Repairs
 Consumables

 Customers
 SME’s
 Corporate
 Home / Office users

 01243 374126
 gcs@gcscomputers.co.uk

2014

Linda, aged 10, at St James’ Primary School which was in 
the building that is now the Community Centre
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EMSWORTH 
MAN & VAN

Your local choice for light removals 
Friendly and Reliable 

Flat Moves / Single Items 
Sofas / Beds 

House / Flat / Garage / Loft Clearances 
Fully Insured 

Second Man Available
Take the Stress Out of Moving!

T: 023 9235 9933 
M: 07930 894833 

E: quote@hklogistics.co.uk
www.hklogistics.vpweb.co.uk

www.homehardware.co.uk
Shop online at:

PAINT MIXING CENTRES

Tel: 01794 512141
The Hundred, ROMSEY, SO51 8BX

Tel: 01420 85115
High Street, ALTON, GU34 1FG

Tel: 01243 376852
High Street, EMSWORTH, PO10 7AQ

Tel: 02392 412332
The Green, ROWLANDS CASTLE,

PO9 6BW

Tel: 01798 342104
Market Square, PETWORTH, GU28 0AH

Austens

Tel: 01403 782963
High Street, BILLINGSHURST, RH14 9NY

Tel: 01730 815979
North Street, MIDHURST,

GU29 9DJ

10-4PM
OPEN SUNDAYSLOCAL DIY STOREYOUR

3GREAT SAVINGS ON MANY RANGES

3FRIENDLY EXPERIENCED STAFF

310,000+ PRODUCTS INSTORE!

3FREE LOCAL DELIVERY....

Family
Run

Clinical

Janis Meeks
Couples Counsellor
Counsellor MBACP

Call now

Life Coach NCFE DipLC
Bereavement Counsellor Southbourne

Emsworth

01243 374111

Together we can explore unresolved 
issues within a safe, confidential setting

Relationship problems
Stress and anxiety

Fears & phobias
Weight issues

Self doubt

www.janismeeks.co.uk

Clinical Hypnotherapist GQHP GHR

Cycle lanes. Clearer 
markings planned  

The new lanes and markings are there as advisory, 
according to Havant Borough Council.

Concerns have been expressed by residents 
about; why there are no clear markings? 

(Nothing to indicate their correct use) Whether 
the rough surface material used for areas marked in 
red (and the lack of maintenance) is making cycling 
in the lanes more dangerous and in some cases, 
impossible?

The Ems and ERA has spent time looking into 
those concerns on behalf of residents.

Local business woman, Liz Rushall has cycled 
around Emsworth for many years. She is just one 
of several residents to have concerns and told 
The Ems, “I used to cycle around here when I was 
young and felt safe but now with lane markings, 
their number and poor surface material, I don’t. The 
red surfaces break up, are never swept and are not 
being maintained regularly; making it dangerous if 
not impossible to cycle on, especially on a road bike 
with narrow wheels.”

Chris Hallam, the ERA’s Transport Officer, asked 
HBC to explain more. It is interesting to note that 
in the full report below, the council recognised 
problems with the red surfacing material, when 
it talks about the A259 programme. The same red 
surfacing has recently been used for the Hampshire 
Farm Project. 

This is an extract from the full report included lat-
er in the article: ‘(Junctions) were originally surfaced 

with a red anti-skid material in order to highlight the 
existence of the lane to other road users. This was 
common practice at the time they were built, but is 
no longer considered necessary. However the an-
ti-skid material has been difficult to maintain, with 
sections chipping off and wearing away, meaning 
the ride quality is very poor and resulting in cyclists 
not using the cycle lanes but instead riding in the 
carriageway, leading to delays to all traffic.’

Councillor Brendan Gibb-Gray, also a regular 
cyclist told The Ems that changes are being made 
and understands the concerns. “As most cycling acci-
dents happen at junctions, the red areas are in place 
to warn motorists that a cyclist could be passing. The 
red areas are rough when they first get laid but over 
time should be negotiable for all bikes.” 

“It is something that I promise to get reviewed. On 
the A259, the red areas are being replaced with black 
tarmac and a thick white line to designate them as 
mandatory cycle lanes.”

The following is HBC’s response in full to Chris 
Hallam.

‘Westbourne Road markings forms a ‘quiet road’ 
corridor linking both Westbourne and Hampshire 
Farm to Emsworth town centre with ‘cycle route’ 
signs and road markings along this route. Red 
surfacing appears across junctions to highlight the 
presence of cyclists to other road users.’ 

‘There are no lanes marked, however.’
‘The junction with Wickor Way has reverted to its 

original layout, with priority given to traffic moving 
north-south in Westbourne Avenue, and Wickor 
Way giving way. This means that cyclists do not have 
to effectively turn right across traffic from Wickor 
Way at this point.’

‘We have marked the route from the Westbourne 
Road roundabout along New Brighton Road as far as 
the junction with Westbourne Avenue, installing ‘cy-
cle route’ signs and road markings along this route, 
with red surfacing material applied across junctions 
to highlight the presence of cyclists to other road 
users.’

‘There are no lanes marked, however.’
‘We have marked the route from the Westbourne 

Road roundabout along Southleigh Road as far as 

the junction with Horndean Road. We have marked 
a 1.2m wide advisory cycle lanes on both sides for 
the full length, creating a visible route along this 
important east-west route.’

‘These advisory lanes have no impact on frontage 
parking, but will assist to reduce speeds along this 
road by visually narrowing the carriageway, improv-
ing safety for all road users. We have installed ‘cycle 
route’ signs and additional road markings along this 
route, using red surfacing material applied across 
junctions to highlight the presence of cyclists to oth-
er road users. There are no centre road markings, to 
reinforce the visual narrowing of the carriageway to 
encourage drivers to travel more slowly and safely.’

‘We have undertaken minor works to the foot-
ways on the approaches to the roundabout at the 
junction of Southleigh Road, New Brighton Road and 
Westbourne Road, to allow cyclists to use the paths 
around the roundabout as shared use off-road cycle 
tracks.’

We are proposing to upgrade the cycle lanes on 
Havant Road. Between the service road to the east 
of the A27 junction, towards Bridge Road as part of 
a wider programme.

These existing mandatory lanes (i.e. other traffic 
is not allowed to enter the lane) were originally 
surfaced with a red anti-skid material in order to 
highlight the existence of the lane to other road 
users. This was common practice at the time they 
were built, but is no longer considered necessary.

‘However the anti-skid material has been difficult 
to maintain, with sections chipping off and wearing 
away, meaning the ride quality is very poor and 
resulting in cyclists not using the cycle lanes but 
instead riding in the carriageway, leading to delays 
to all traffic.’

At Selangor Avenue and Barn Close, pedestrian 
crossing points were built which included short 
‘cycle by-passes’. These by-passes have proved 

difficult to maintain, and with poor drainage attract 
dirt from the road again meaning that cyclists avoid 
using them.

Initially the project was planned to be carried out 
in two parts, but it has now been decided to do all 
the work in one go, starting after Easter 2015 and 
running through until July 2015.

Upgrading of crossing points at Selangor Avenue 
and Barn Close, removing the ‘cycle by-passes’ and 
increasing the width of the central refuge island to 
2.4m;

Upgrading of existing on-road cycle lanes, which 
are going to have old surfaces, (including the anti 
– skid surfaces) planed out, replacing it with new 
surfacing. Red highlighting will only be used for short 
lengths across side road junctions and across bus 
stop lay-bys, reflecting current practice. The width of 
the cycle lanes will be generally increased from their 
present 1.0m to either 1.25m or 1.50m depending on 
the overall road width available;

Upgrading the northern footway between the 
A27 underpass and Selangor Avenue to shared off-
road cycle track status, surfacing the existing verge 
between the path and carriageway to create a new 
wider route.

Although the proposed works will not be on a 
major scale, road users are advised to expect some 
delays and disruption during certain stages of the 
works, especially whilst the central pedestrian ref-
uges are being upgraded which is likely to require 
the use of temporary traffic lights. Work is going to 
be carried out avoiding peak hours.

Lesley DiFonzo

On the A259, the red areas 
are being replaced with black 
tarmac and thick white lines.

Community News

Havant District Council has marked new cycle routes along several key 
roads in Emsworth, to and from Hampshire Farm. They are in place on 
Westbourne Avenue, New Brighton Road, Southleigh Road and the 
New Brighton Road round-about. There are plans to change the ones 
on the A259 in the near future too.
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Emsworth & District 
buses to the rescue 
The contract to operate the 27 service in and around 
Emsworth has changed hands and the new timeta-
ble had left a lot of Emsworth community without a 
regular bus service. 

All is not lost though as Emsworth & District has 
come to the rescue by offering customers a new 28, 
28A service to run alongside their current commer-
cial services 36, 300. 

The new service is being run WITHOUT financial 
assistance from the County.  

So Emsworth residents, please use the new 
bus services offered. Please spread the word. Tell 
your friends and family about the new service so 
Emsworth & District can continue to support the 
needs of the Emsworth community.

The timetable is below.

Service 28/28A Monday-Saturday (not Sundays or Bank Holidays)

M-F=Monday to Friday only M-F
28A M-F

Southbourne Tesco Express 07:15 08:05 09:30 12:30

Westbourne Square 07:20 08:10 09:34 12:34

Emsworth Hospital 07:25 09:40 10:30 11:30 12:40 13:30 14:30 15:30

Cotton Drive 07:30 08:12 09:45 10:35 11:35 12:45 13:35 14:35 15:35

Spencersfield 08:14

Denvilles Spindle Close 07:33 08:18 09:48 10:39 11:39 12:48 13:39 14:38 15:38

Havant Bus Station Arrive 07:39 08:24 09:55 10:45 11:45 12:55 13:45 14:55 15:55

Havant Bus Station Depart 
(school days) 07:45

Barncroft Way (school days 
only) 07:47

Park Parade (school days 
only) 07:52

Harvester PH (school days 
only) 08:00

Rowlands Castle Bowes Hill 
(school days only) 08:05

Horndean Technical College 
(school days only) 08:16

Local residents 
call for 
information on 
housing sites
Residents in Westbourne parish are calling on land-
owners to tell them if they are hoping to develop 
their land for housing. The information is needed to 
help residents draw up a neighbourhood plan, which 
will give them more power to resist inappropriate 
development.

The parish, which includes Westbourne village 
and the hamlets of Woodmancote and Aldsworth, 
has been allocated 25 new homes in Chichester 
District Council’s local plan.

The group drawing up the neighbourhood plan is 
hoping to identify all possible housing sites, so res-
idents can be consulted on which ones they would 
prefer to see developed.

Neighbourhood plan spokesman Richard 
Hitchcock said: “We can’t stop new homes being built 
in the years to come, but a neighbourhood plan will 
give us some degree of control over where they go. If 
we don’t decide which sites should take new homes, 
then it will be decided for us.

“We need landowners to let us know if they are 
hoping to develop their land for housing. Once all 
the possible sites are identified, and we have the full 
picture, residents of the parish will be consulted on 
which ones they would prefer to see developed.”

Landowners can contact the neighbourhood plan 
steering group by emailing rahitchcock@btinternet.
com or calling 01243 389096. The information is 
needed by 18 April.

Small grants 
for community 
groups 

Community groups working in Havant Borough 
could benefit from up to £1,000 to support their pro-
ject after Community First HEH and Havant Borough 
Council’s Community Team were awarded cash from 
Hampshire County Council’s Have Your Say Fund and 
Havant Borough Council, to give away using a public 
voting scheme. 

Groups are encouraged to apply for up to £1,000, 
and they will be invited to attend and showcase their 
work at local voting events. At the events the public 
will be given the opportunity to vote for who they 
believe should receive the cash. Further details on 
how to apply can be found at www.cfheh.org.uk/
funding-approved-by-you/. 

This funding scheme will give a voice to local peo-
ple who know their communities and they will be 
making the decisions. Tim Houghton, Chief Executive 
of Community First HEH states “We welcome the 
opportunity to support our small local voluntary 
groups and give a voice to local residents on how 
the money is spent. Previous events held in Havant 
proved just how astute local people are when given 
the opportunity to make choices for the benefit of 
their own community”. 

Your vote could make a real difference in your 
community so why not drop in to one of the four 
‘Approved By You’ events being held at:

Tuesday 14th April 5pm-7pm at Leigh Park 
Community Centre, Dunsbury Way, PO9 5BG 

Wednesday 8th April 5pm-7pm at The Borrow 
Centre, London Road Cowplain PO8 8DB

EMSWORTH
“have your say”

The Emsworth Forum is working with the Emsworth Residents 
Association and Emsworth Business Association to produce an 

Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan by 2016. The Emsworth Plan will 
be a community-led, statutory framework for guiding the future 

development, regeneration and conservation of the town.

Look out for upcoming Public Meeting dates at: emsworthforum.com

TRANSPORT
FLOODING

HOUSING ENVIRONMENT

BUSINESS

Using a bus pass; some useful information
From 1st April 2015, older person’s bus passes 

(blue stripe) issued by Hampshire County Council 
(HCC) can be used from 9.30am until 11pm on 
Monday to Friday and at any time on weekends and 
Bank Holidays.

There are some infrequent bus services where 
Hampshire older person’s passes can be used from 
9am. On routes which have an infrequent service 
where there is a journey between 9am and 9.29am 
and then no further journey until 10.31am or later, 
passes will be accepted for free travel from 9am on 
those specific journeys.

A list of current journeys on which a 9am start is 
allowed for holders of a Hampshire older person’s 
pass is available from HCC. This list may change and 
other services will be added if the rule applies to 

them - i.e. there is a bus between 9am and 9.29am 
and then no further journey until 10.31am or later. 
The list will be updated from time to time.

Disabled person’s bus passes (orange stripe) are 
not changed and continue to allow free travel all 
day within the HCC area. (Not Southampton and 
Portsmouth).

Community News

Snippets
Did you know that the kitchen at the back of 
Treagust the Butcher’s shop is made from old 
coffins built at No 1 King and Queen Street by 
the family a few generations ago?
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Care when it's 
needed most
-24 Hour Service
-Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
-Free Bereavement Service

Emsworth 31 North Street, PO10 7DA
01243 376458

Part of The Southern Co-operative

Nicholas Cowx BSc (Hons) Ost

Osteopath
Certified Structural Integrator
Fiscal House, 2 Havant Road 

Emsworth PO10 7JE 

01243 375112 
www.emsworthosteopathicclinic.co.uk

Free Patient Parking 
entrance via Warblington Road

Over 12 years’ experience dealing with:
Low back, neck or other joint pain • headaches 
and dizziness of mechanical origin • shoulder 
problems • tennis/golfer’s elbow • effects of 
osteoarthritis • knee pain • fibromyalgia • 
sciatica • plantar facitis • sports injuries

Enjoy Bed & Breakfast
in the elegant surroundings of

Hollybank House
Also an ideal setting in Emsworth for 

private functions

Contact Anna Williams 01243 375502
anna@hollybankhouse.com
www.hollybankhouse.com
See website for villa for 10 in Spain

Letters to the Editor

Nothing but praise for  
Emsworth House Nursing Home

All we seem to hear just recently about care 
homes is mostly negative information, therefore I 
wish to buck the trend and celebrate a care home 
in your local vicinity.

My father Michael Mansbridge recently passed 
away at Emsworth House (nursing home) and 
I wanted to take this opportunity to praise the 
staff for the quality of care and respect they gave 
him. The staff there are genuinely interested in the 

elderly people and it amazed me to see the staff 
always so cheerful and nothing was ever too much.

I am an advocate for our care home staff to be 
given more respect and better pay to reflect the 
expectations of care we have for our loved ones. 
A huge thank you to the team for caring for my 
Dad so well and for also supporting my Mum, very 
special people.

Lisa Atack (Daughter of Michael Mansbridge)

Medieval Madness Ended
Following on from Dr Kittermaster’s interesting ar-
ticle, Medieval madness may soon end, your readers 
may like to be reassured that all the land owned by 
the Parish of Warblington with Emsworth was reg-
istered with the Land Registry early in 2012, in order 
to record and protect the ownership rights, and that 
no private properties fall within the boundaries of 
this land. 

In other words, the Land Registry assures us 
that no local homeowners are liable for the chancel 
repairs of either St James’ Church, Emsworth or St 
Thomas a Becket, Warblington.

Indeed, it is the worshippers themselves at both 
churches who give so generously of their time and 
money to ensure these buildings are beautifully 
maintained and improved for the benefit of our 
community. 

Both churches are left open during the week to 
welcome any and all to come aside for a few mo-
ments to be still and reflect, to light a candle and say 
a prayer, or simply to use the printed guides which 
offer an interesting tour of these historic buildings.

Simon Sayers

Emsworth Library
I read your full page coverage on the Emsworth 
Library proposals. This consisted of a letter from a 
Hampshire County Councillor and also an open let-
ter from the Chairman of the Emsworth Community 
Association. Both these parties stand to “gain” with 
the present “do or die” options. This was also the sub-
stance of the so called consultation process which 
was quite simply a farce. 

It is a pity that your reporting was unable to cover 
the disgust felt on the part of Emsworth residents on 
this blatant attempt to ram through an entirely un-
suitable proposal. It would also have been informing 
to know whether our locally elected representatives 
have been “consulted”, been privy to sufficient in-
formation and that the “case” has been made and 
what they think. In my ignorance I thought that this 
might be their job and perhaps The Ems job to find 
out and report this!

Also it would have been very helpful if some 
outline of the HCC business case had been made 
available. I find the Hampshire Councillor’s overall 
quoted saving of £30,000 annually a bit mystifying. 
As I understand it the lease on the current premises 
is considerably less than £30k. So it looks like we 
can expect “savings” elsewhere and I am guessing at 
staff cuts as this will then “ease” the journey of the 
Library into a wholly volunteer manned status that 
no doubt is the eventual aim of the County. 

It might also be useful to set out the capital costs 
of moving the library. Shelving, new IT installations 
and internal building alterations will have to be 
carried out. Doesn’t sound like peanuts to me. No 
doubt the county will have to pay the Community 
Association for its occupation as a permanent lease 
holder and contribute to running costs. Nice for the 
ECA as it secures its financial position - but how 
much will that be? 

This would seem to indicate that a considerable 
amount of additional “savings” will have first to be 
achieved to get to the quoted £30k target. What are 
these?

Most worrying of all is the complete lack of any 
detail on the potential impact on customers. What 
will be the potential impact on use of the library? I 
have seen no estimate of the inevitable drop in usage 
after any move. But perhaps this suits the county as 
a drop in usage would only strengthen the case for 
removal to a volunteer basis in the not too distant 
future. An almost self-fulfilling process of cuts to a 
service and then further cuts because fewer people 
use them!! 

Peter Slight, Victoria Road, Emsworth

See our coverage on page 9 
for the latest Library move 

information

Cycle Safety
The £400,000 Havant Borough Council are spending 
on improving cycling infrastructure in Emsworth is 
to be welcomed! However, at the moment it is not 
possible to cycle safely between the centres of 
Emsworth, Westbourne and Havant and the latest 
£400,000 spent on cycle infrastructure has not 
addressed this at all. 

I wonder if the money could have been better 
targeted. It needs to be spent on the ‘danger points’ 
where the road narrows at busy junctions. For ex-
ample, consider a cycle journey from the centre of 
Emsworth to the centre of Westbourne. The really 
dangerous bit is where the road goes under the 
Railway Bridge and A27 Bridge. 

I know of at least one cyclist who was knocked off 
her bike there. What is needed is a cycle lane under 
the railway bridge. The usual response is there isn’t 
room for one, which is my point entirely. Either you 
make room on the road, or you allow the pavement 
to be shared by pedestrians and cyclists. This shar-
ing of the pavement can work well. For example east 
of the millpond, a narrow, busy pavement is shared 
between pedestrians and cyclists as you go up into 
Emsworth. As a rule, most cyclists do not ride irre-
sponsibly and provided you ride slowly enough you 

can share pavements even when there might be a 
pedestrian ambling slowly into town. 

Another example of the need for a cycle lane is 
going from the centre of Emsworth to the centre of 
Havant. It starts off well enough with a cycle lane 
underneath the main road, until you get to the One-
stop, where the cycle lane stops. The road at that 
point is narrow, fast-moving and dangerous. Too 
narrow for a cycle lane? 

Then let cyclists share the pavement. For some 
reason, the cycle lane starts up again near the Arts 
centre, then stops again a few yards further on, 
presumably because it gets narrow and dangerous. 
This is daft. Whoever is planning these cycle lanes 
needs to get out on their bike more. We don’t need 
cycle lanes in wide peaceful roads like Westbourne 
Avenue. Spend the money on the dangerous sections 
instead!             Andrew Gould

St Thomas a Becket at Warblington

‘Whoever is planning these 
cycle lanes needs to get out on 

their bike more.’ 
 

See also our article, ‘Cycle 
lanes. Clearer marking planned’ 

on page 6
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  NEED A CENTRAL HEATING ENGINEER? 

For more than 25 years 
Sean Boyett Gas Services 

 31 Valetta Park, Emsworth PO10 7HJ  

557650 

  

 Installation  
Service                01243 430149  
Repair                 07769 340275 

Power flushing 
Landlord safety checks 

ADDISON LAW
SOLICITORS

01243 372306

The personal, professional service
8 North Street, Emsworth PO10 7DD

www.addisonlaw.co.uk

• Residential & 
commercial property

• Home Information Packs
• Wills, Probate & Trusts
• Inheritance Tax Planning

• Powers of Attorney
• Business Formations & 
Transfers

• Town & Country Planning
• Development of Land

Discussions between the Emsworth Community 
Association and Hampshire County Council are still 
ongoing and satisfactory terms need to be agreed 
before the Library can move. Just how much the 
Community Centre will receive to facilitate the move 
is now a matter of debate between the Council and 
the Emsworth Community Association (ECA).

This follows a recommendation by Councillors 
at a Culture, Communities and Business Services 
meeting held in January, to move the library to the 
Emsworth Community Centre, although over 1000 
signatures were collected objecting to the move. 

Bob Smyth, who led the campaign against the 
move, has accepted that the Library is going to move 
now and that having it somewhere in the town is the 
priority. He is working to keep the Library where it 
is for as long as possible, as the lease on the current 
site still has three years to run.

ECA Chairman, Mike Stott says, “The position of 

Emsworth Library 
Move to Go Ahead
‘We are glad the long term future of Emsworth Library 
has been secured.’

the trustees of Emsworth Community Association 
is that, in order to ensure the future of the Library, 
we hope to be able to agree to site it in the Lounge 
and half of the Assembly Room. The Library will use 
this space for the time it is normally open, that is 
six mornings, two afternoons and Friday evenings.   
At other times, the space will be available for user 
groups as library equipment (apart from book 
shelves along the walls) will be moveable and stored 
elsewhere.”

Mr Stott added, “We are still negotiating with 
Hampshire County Council about the sustainability 
of the Emsworth Community Association and the 
needs of our members and user groups remain the 
trustees’ top priorities. If, or hopefully when, we 
reach satisfactory terms with Hampshire County 
Council, we will be able to confirm the library move 
to members and users of ECA as well as to local 
residents.”

Above: plan of the revised layout of the Emsworth 
Community Centre to accomodate the library.
Below: Architect drawing of the proposed new look for 
the entrance to the Centre

Emsworth councillor Brendan Gibb-Gray says the 
proposed move is a positive one, “We are glad the 
long term future of Emsworth Library has been se-
cured. The Emsworth Community Association (ECA) 
is negotiating with Hampshire Library Services to 
ensure their premises provide a new home in which 
the library will strive and prosper. A tremendous 
amount of work has been carried out by the trus-
tees of ECA and they deserve the appreciation of our 
residents for sticking to the task and securing the 
future of our much loved library.”

Trustees hope to start work in the summer of 
2015 on improving the premises and facilities at 
the Community Centre, following the award of a 
£100,000 grant from Hampshire County Council. 
Local company, Helyer Davies is the Architect behind 
the proposed new look. “          

Lesley DiFonzo

Community News

The Jewels 
in our Crown
Most residents when asked, cite the number and va-
riety of independent shops, cafes, restaurants as one 
of the main reasons for enjoying living and working 
in this most beautiful part of southeast Hampshire. 
Sailing, walking our coastline and easy access to 
major towns and cities are also high on peoples list 
of reasons for living here. 

Our shops, businesses, cafes and restaurants 
have excellent reputations built up over many years 
and in some cases generations. Many residents use 
Emsworth for all their shopping and everyday needs, 
but others have changed their shopping patterns 
over the last few years and buy online or use super-
markets which is beginning to put a huge strain on 
our local businesses. 

At the end of 2014 we saw two major banks leave 
town in quick succession and this has led to a signif-
icant loss of footfall with a corresponding benefit to 
Havant and Chichester.

The better news is that retailers still see the town 
as a great place to conduct business; only recently 
a new cheese shop has opened to compliment the 
Deli in West Street. Our Post Office has enjoyed a 
refurbishment and it is now among the few in the 
country that opens its doors on Sundays. Most per-
sonal banking business can be conducted there and 
cash withdrawn. 

Clearly high streets are ever changing places with 
many seemingly full of charity shops and estate 
agents without the wonderful array of independent 
shops and service providers seen in Emsworth. We 
also have a growing number of second homes in the 
town which are empty for long periods of the year. 
The question is what can residents do to preserve 
the Jewels in our Crown? 

One idea is to resolve to use our shops at least 
once a week and to buy meat, cheese and green gro-
ceries etc locally rather than at supermarkets. This 
will also give the opportunity of using our excellent 
cafes and pubs.

Two interesting projects are being led by Sheila 
Morris and Friends of the Millpond to promote 
Emsworth in Bloom and the Millpond clean up. These 
are supported by the ERA, HBC and hopefully the 
EBA. Residents may also consider window boxes to 
add value to our wonderful gardens. Who knows we 
might even win a national competition! 

All this together with the special events put on by 
the EBA will help bring more people here to enjoy 
our unique location and use our excellent shops. We 
all have a small but significant part to play in helping 
business in the town to prosper so let’s start now. 

Brendan Gibb-Gray
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• Local, reliable electrician

• All electrical work undertaken 

• Trading Standards approved

Contact: Ed Ashley 
01243 373195 or  
07733 467536
ashleyelectricians@gmail.com 

Ashley 
Electricians

ROBERT
LINEHAM
Central heating installation 
and up-dating, replacement 
boilers, general plumbing, 
tank renewal, bathrooms and 
kitchens, water treatment.

23 Horndean Road
Emsworth
Hampshire PO10 7PT
Tel: 01243 371 888
Mobile: 07940 953958
robert_lineham@hotmail.co.uk

11268

Free Estimates
All work guaranteed

Roger Treagust Ltd
Central Heating and Plumbing

Grate Fyres
Fires and fireplaces

01243 371665 or 376825
info@gratefyres.com

20 High Street, Emsworth
PO10 7AW

Wemsfest unveils 
plans for the future
At a packed public meeting, held recently at the 
Crown Hotel, Emsworth, Wemsfest founders Mark 
Ringwood and Julian Sluggett explained how 
their new ideas could really make a difference to 
Emsworth. Their vision is to strive for artistic and 
innovative excellence and to make a difference to 
people’s lives in the community.  

They organisation is applying to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (HLF) to help fund a new initiative, a 
Maritime Festival in Emsworth for 2016. It would be 
held in late June or early July.

The festival would celebrate Emsworth’s rich tra-
dition of fishing, shipping and shipbuilding.  A new 
play being written for the event by local playwrights 
Lucy Flannery and Julian Sluggett has a promenade 
theme with a cruise on the Solar Heritage boat in 
Emsworth Harbour as part of it.  Another highlight 
planned is the display of classic boats including 
Gypsy Moth and Lively Lady.  These yachts were 
sailed around the world in the late 1960’s by lone 
yachtsmen Sir Francis Chichester and Sir Alec Rose. 

Mark also has an idea of putting on an Elements 
Festival in 2016 which would celebrate earth, wind, 
fire and water.  He envisaged such an event being 
held around The Millpond.  Mark felt that Emsworth 
could become a “Festival Town” with the sort of 
recognition that it had back in the days of the food 
festival.  

Luckily, a lot of people are interested in volunteer-
ing for the Wemsfest projects. If you are, Mark would 
love to hear from you.  For more information visit: 
www.wemsfest.com.   David Harris/Lesley DiFonzo

Community News

Local Firemen 
in recycling 
initiative

Christmas tree recycling in Emsworth is set 
to feature regularly in St Peter’s Square 
each January now, thanks to local company 
Brightside Tree Surgery. Owner Phil Lamb 
(he’s a Fireman as well) came along with two 
colleagues from the Hampshire Fire Brigade, 
Perry Dodgeson and Anthony Russell, to the 
first Christmas tree recycling event held in 
Emsworth. Together they recycled 170 trees 
over a 2-hour period. 

Phil and his colleagues gave their time and 
equipment free of charge so locals could bring 
their trees along to be recycled. Residents 
were encouraged to donate a small amount to 
one of two local charities - the RNLI and the 
Wheelyboat Trust. Over £200 was raised.

Phil said, “It’s a pleasure to get involved with 
Emsworth events and this is both a useful ser-
vice for the village as well as a great way to 
raise some funds for local good causes. It’s the 
perfect opportunity to wish so many familiar 
faces a happy new year as well.”

The event was organized by Emsworth’s 
Business Association.

“Our thanks go to Phil and his colleagues 
for supporting this environmentally friendly 
initiative. It’s a very social couple of hours as 
so many local people bring their trees in and 
spend time catching up with each other. It’s a 
great start to such a worthwhile initiative”

Lesley DiFonzo

Clear skies over Thorney Island
A combined initiative between Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy and The Friends of Chichester Harbour 
brought many Friends to Thorney Island to look at 
the stars.  The conditions couldn’t have been more 
perfect with the clouds parting in the early evening 
and the wind dropping away.  

Sustained by hot soup 60 Friends of Chichester 
Harbour braved the cold, crystal clear air to gaze at 
the moon, the stars and the planets and even Comet 
Lovejoy through the eight astronomical telescopes.

The telescopes were provided by astronomers; Dr 
John Mason MBE from the South Downs Planetarium, 
Dan Oakley from the South Downs National Park and 
representatives of the South Downs Astronomical 
Society. The powerful telescopes gave fantastic 
detail of the moon, Venus, Jupiter, Mars & Uranus 

as well as many star clusters, galaxies and nebulae.
There were presentations too, to explain the 

wonders of the universe with particular emphasis 
on the need to maintain and preserve as many Dark 
Sky areas as possible.  Chichester Harbour’s AONB is 
seeking to have a designated area and so is the South 
Downs National Park. 

Many Friends took a Harbour-side walk in the 
morning with our own Naturalist talking about the 
variety of wildfowl seen on the mud flats and at the 
water’s edge. A delicious Sunday Roast was provided 
by Itchenor Sailing Club to complete a perfect week-
end.   Friends of Chichester Harbour

Gearing up
Emsworth’s new bike club got off to a chilly start in 
February with a ride along Hayling Billy path. The 
Langstone Bridge end of the path has been refur-
bished which helps to make the whole stretch one of 
the most popular trips on two wheels in the borough. 

More improvements are planned in Havant’s 
central area, part of National Cycle Network 22, 
with a £70,000 scheme widening the footways to 
accommodate duel use with pedestrians and a safer 
main road crossing. Work should be starting shortly 
to tidy up the A259 cycle path between Havant and 
Emsworth which is now well overdue.  

Details are beginning to emerge of an exciting new 
bike link between Petersfield and Queen Elizabeth 
Park using the old A3. When complete there will 
be a continuous route through to Havant and 
Portsmouth. 

Anybody interested in joining the Emsworth bike 
club should contact ray.cobbett@talk21.com.

Brent Geese flying over Chichester Harbour by Paul 
Adams

CLASSY 
COOKS

We are a small, independent cookshop with 
friendly, knowledgeable staff, selling a wide 
range of products for the discerning cook.  

Whether you want to buy a kitchen 
essential, a present, or a treat for yourself, 
we have something for anyone who enjoys 

cooking and good food.

4 North Street, Emsworth PO10 7DD
01243 377518

info@classycooks.com
www.classycooks.com

Ocean & River Cruises
Your Personal Cruise Specialist

• First-hand knowledge
• Outstanding customer service
• No debit card charges
• No booking fees
• We are ABTA & ATOL bonded
• Fly-cruise & Taylor-made Cruises
• Solo cruise specialist
Agents for Riviera Travel

Chris & Yvonne Roberts
01243 374007

www.gocruise.co.uk/seawise
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S Dolling
Electrical Services
• Electrical installation, 

maintenance or repair
• Domestic / commercial / 

industrial
• External / Internal lighting
• Fully insured and registered to certificate
• Test and inspection

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FREE QUOTATIONS
FOR A FRIENDLY & RELIABLE SERVICE
CALL

01243 377651
07778 912863
stevendolling@hotmail.com

hedge cutting
tree pruning

garden maintenance
garden clearance

fully insured

hedge cutting
tree pruning

garden maintenance
garden clearance

fully insured

Community News

Flood Action Group  
has been busy

‘Following recent successfully completed work, the 
Lower Ems Flood Action Group has plans to further 
improve the flood resilience of the lower river Ems. 
Over the last few years the group has developed 
a better understanding of the function of the river 
and have confirmed that the management of Slipper 
Pond has no effect on upstream water levels’. 

‘Work has already started on improving flows 
and reducing flood risk. The Environment Agency 
has improved the sluice at Constant Spring and has 
raised the bank of the river at a critical section. The 
drainage to Lower Lumley Road along - side Peter 
Pond bank has also been improved thanks to a WSCC 
Watersedge Grant. 

LERMG, the neighbourhood team, has started 
work on protecting the cottages in Lumley road by 
working together and has built a protective sand bag 
wall. We now have the relevant formal approvals 
and a “Repair and Renew” £85k grant in place for 
phase one of the project which is about to start. We 
have applied for Watersedge and other grants for 
Phase two of the project’. 

The Environment Agency has commissioned a 
study of both the river and tidal problems of the 
Lower Ems valley which will provide essential base 
information for further improvements. These in-
clude potentially use of the field North of the A27, 
an overflow weir at the head of Brook Meadow, 

improvements at the Old Flour Mill and considera-
tion of the capacity of Peter and Slipper Ponds to 
cope with extremes. All these schemes will benefit 
the communities adjacent to the River Ems. 

The LERMG, the neighbourhood initiative group, 
is made up of representatives of the Environment 
Agency (EA), West Sussex County Council (WSCC), 
Southbourne Parish Council, Havant Borough Council, 
the Slipper Mill Pond Preservation Association, 
Brook Meadow, Constant Spring, Lumley Cottages 
Residents, Gooseberry Cottage and Lower Lumley 
Road. Its good natured and friendly meetings look 
after everyone’s interests to mutual advantage and 
is actively chaired by Sandra James (WSCC County 
Councillor for the Bourne Division). 

Ian Stevenson – Lumley Cottages 
Nick Madinaveitia - Slipper Pond  

Preservation Association

We now have the relevant 
formal approvals and a 

“Repair and Renew” £85k 
grant in place for phase one 
of the project which is about 

to start.

Before Christmas the Emsworth Forum started the 
process of producing a Neighbourhood Plan for 
Emsworth by asking people what they feel about 
the town and how they want to see it develop in 
the future. Thank you so much if you did the survey.

A number of themes have emerged, as shown in 
the “word cloud”.  

Firstly, people love living here. They value the 
sense of community, the harbour, the village and our 
independent shops. People like Emsworth schools 
and, for the most part, the public transport serving 
the town.   

But people don’t like the growth in traffic, speed-
ing, and they see parking as the biggest issue affect-
ing their lives - for residents in the village, shoppers, 
visitors and people working in the town. This is a 
difficult issue to manage with competing interests. 
It is constrained by space and finance. There’s also a 
call for more, safer cycling routes and facilities, and 
for better bus services - especially in the north of the 
town. If we can help that through the Neighbourhood 
Plan, it will help with the parking issue. 

People also want to see the GP practice move 
into new premises on the hospital site. They value 
the green spaces which separate Emsworth from 
surrounding settlements and want them retained. 
And they want to see any new developments well 
designed with a mix of housing to cater for young 
families, as well as older people. There is recognition 
of the work which has been done locally to help mini-
mise flood risk, and there is a strong view that future 

development should only go ahead if flooding issues 
have been satisfactorily addressed.  

Having heard what Emsworth people feel about 
the place and want for the future of the town, the 
Forum now needs to develop the policies that will 
form the core of the Plan for the town. The Plan 
will be part of the local planning guidance, so some 
of the issues raised with us will be need to be fed 
through to those responsible for providing the rele-
vant service, since they can’t be incorporated in the 
Plan itself e.g. the frequency of bus services or the 
provision of health services in the town. We will be 
talking to those responsible about those issues.

But in order to explore these issues further the 
Forum will be holding a series of events through the 
summer on key topics – such as transport, health, 
the local economy, housing development, etc. This 
really is your plan; your views are the ones which 
matter so please get involved. Let’s make the plan a 
true reflection of what Emsworth wants - to make it 
an even better place to live in in the future.

Forum Public Meetings will be announced on our 
website and if you want to be kept informed please 
visit our website www.emsworthforum.com.

*227 responded to the survey (residents and 
business).

Let’s make Emsworth an even 
better place to live

Listening to Emsworth
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Back, Next & Joint Problems
RSI and Sports Injuries

Manipulation
Therapeutic Massage

01243 375150 
07941 213488

physio@emsworthphysio.co.uk
34 Bosmere Gardens

Emsworth

Exercise 
Classes 

and Home Visits
• Improve your fitness and mobility

• Tailored to your needs 
• All ages and abilities welcome 

• Classes in Emsworth, Havant and 
Chichester

FREE Taster Class
Run by a Chartered Physiotherapist 

Please contact Juliette O’Hea 
Tel: 02392 413885 or 07974 238787 

physio@arthritisfirst.co.uk 
www.arthritisfirst.co.uk

ACUPUNCTURE:
Balancing the body to promote 
healing, relieve pain and restore 
well-being. Acupuncture is 
recommended for a variety of 
common conditions. To find out 
if acupuncture can help you, 
contact Gillian for advice or a 
consultation.

GILLIAN CARPENTER
SRN, RM, LIC Ac, MBAcC

Call
01243 379688
07977 481096

Business News
Doing the business
Developers have put in a planning application to 
redevelop the former Printing works at Sultan 
Road into housing. The site was formerly occupied 
by Tealwood Ltd who relocated to larger premises 
in Waterlooville last October. The 4600 sq ft free-
hold premises are currently being marketed by Vail 
Williams. Havant Borough Council (HBC) would 
normally seek evidence that a commercial property 
has been marketed for at least 12 months before 
considering alternative uses for a site. 

Merok House Care Home in New Brighton Road, 
Emsworth have submitted a planning application to 
HBC to extend their premises by building additional 
storage and office accommodation. The application 
can be viewed on the HBC website

A new sweet shop, Sweet Delight, has opened 
at 18 North Street, Emsworth. The business shares 
premises with the toy shop, Fun Games 4 All. The 
business is run by Melinda Eaton and is open from 
0930 -1630 Mon – Sat. It stocks a large range of 
traditional sweets in jars 

Customised Graphics have relocated to Unit 9 
Palmers Road Industrial Estate, Emsworth from 
Basepoint Centre, Havant. This expanding firm 
offers vehicle wrapping, vehicle graphics and cus-
tomised work wear. All units on the Palmers Road 
site are now fully occupied.                     David Harris

In a Heart beat
When Emsworth dentist, Richard Guyver, in-
vested in a heart reviving defibrillator for his 
En-Visage practice in the High Street, he began 
to think about ways the equipment could benefit 
others; not only at his practice but at other busi-
nesses in the town too. 

“I started to think about what would happen if 
someone in the centre of Emsworth had a heart 
attack. It could be sometime before an ambulance 
reached them and then it might be too late to save 
their life. Knowing there is a defibrillator close by 
might just save lives”  

The life – saving equipment is small and can 
be quickly and easily transported to other busi-
nesses. It needs little training to use, so lives could 
well be saved.

Richard gives short training to other businesses 
at the Brookfield Hotel and the EBA has given the 
scheme its backing. He hopes more businesses 
will get involved and has set up a website to 
help with spreading the word. www.savealife@
myheartemsworth.co.uk           

 David Harris

National award for local Optician

Martin Steels Opticians, based at The Old Flour 
Mill in Queen Street, have picked up a prestigious 
Rodenstock Centre of Excellence award at a ceremo-
ny at Rosewood Hotel, London. The award made to 
Steels was for maintaining standards of excellence 
in service of Rodenstock products.

German lens manufacturer Rodenstock holds 
the ceremony in London each year and always 
looks to present the award to an independent 

optician. Martin Steels fits the category perfectly, 
having been set up in 1983 by owner Martin Steels. 
The company was originally based in North Street 
and has grown over the years and now has three 
branches in Emsworth, Storrington and Arundel. It 
currently employs 20 staff.

Martin told The Ems, “We are delighted with the 
award and think our success is partly due to the way 
we treat everyone as individual.”           David Harris

Staff at Martin Steels Opticians, who have been named a Rodenstock Centre of Excellence

Nigeria’s children helped by Soteria Trust
Walking up North Street, you may not have noticed 
a sign saying ‘Soteria Trust’. It’s easy to miss but it’s 
where you can find a flourishing local charity who 
run educational projects in Nigeria. Its name means 
‘salvation’ in Greek.

The charitable trust is run by local resident, Rev. 
Andy Economides who set up the trust in 1994. 
Originally based in Chichester, the trust runs and 
supports its own schools, providing education for 
fifty children in the Ibadan area of Southern Nigeria. 
They support a business school in Ibadan as well, 
where seventy young people can gain a 2 year di-
ploma in administration, computing and business.

The business course is validated by Chichester 
College. The trust has recruited some retired British 
teachers who go out to Nigeria on a voluntary basis 
to help supplement the teaching provided by local 
staff. Nigeria is a vast country with a population 155 
million but over 6 million children are too poor to go 
to school. Many of these children are vulnerable to 
exploitation but by being able to access education 
they can obtain qualifications and get good jobs. 

The project is supported almost entirely by volun-
tary donations from private individuals who pay £19 
per month to support one child in education. Andy 
promotes the trusts work by giving talks across the 
UK to local groups and people. On 4 July 2015 Andy 
is taking part in a sponsored walk from Emsworth to 
Chichester to raise funds.                 David Harris

Victoria’s college diploma has secured her an admin job
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New patient consultation £69, includes 
complimentary Hygienist appointment
Friendly, highly skilled private dental practice
Excellent with nervous patients
Painless care guarantee
Three-year guarantee on restorative work
Preventative, restorative and cosmetic 
treatments

Pop in or call us today
55 High Street, Emsworth

01243 375588
www.envisage-emsworth.co.uk

Business News

The LATEST in Eyewear, Technology & Style
OCT Technology

With a quick OCT test we can 
detect eye problems before 
they even start affecting or 

damaging your eyesight   

Blepharitis Clinic
For suffers of inflamed sore 

eyelids, we now offer the 
BlephexTM treatment to  

provide lasting relief

High Fashion Frames   
We stock a wide selection of the 
latest fashions and innovations

Martin Steels Ltd
Optometrist & Contact Lens Practitioner

martinsteels.com
Saturdays: 9am to 1:00pm 
Weekdays: 9am to 5:30pm

4, The Old Flour Mill, 
Queen Street, Emsworth

01243 375141

5 Old Mill Square,
Storrington

01903 740420

39 Tarrant Street,
Arundel

01903 883444

The Emsworth 
Business 
Association
Community: ‘The people of a district or country 
considered collectively, especially in the context 
of social values and responsibilities’

In Emsworth we are very lucky to have a vi-
brant community; when people ask me where 
I’m from, it always gives me great pleasure to say 
I live and work in our town. I am passionate about 
preserving this, and we are fortunate to have so 
many great community leaders; from teachers 
and councillors to the many local associations 
and groups in Emsworth.

We also have a busy and diverse high street, 
with fantastic public transport links, but if 
we want it to remain we must support it. As 
I write this column, we have just received con-
firmation that the NatWest bank is committed 
to Emsworth: they will be joining the EBA, re-
viewing their opening times and getting more 
involved with the local community. 

I am sure you will all agree with me that this is 
great news after losing the other two banks and 
the Nationwide Building Society. But we must 
also make a commitment too: by swapping our 
banking to them and using our local branch. 

I hope everyone enjoyed Painting the Town 
Red for Comic Relief?! Huge thanks to all the 
businesses, and individuals, who made the effort 
to make Emsworth the UK’s first Red Nose town. 
The extensive media coverage, both locally and 
nationally, has hopefully really put Emsworth 
on the map and we should see increased visitor 
numbers in the coming months as the weather 
improves.  

Finally, I am pleased to announce that the 
EBA’s chosen charity for 2015 is the Petersfield-
based Rosemary Foundation, who offer free 
nursing and palliative care at home, within a 
15-mile radius, which eases the pressure on 
the patient’s family. Having experienced their 
assistance first-hand, I cannot speak highly 
enough about the service they offer and the 
support they provide. After raising £3900 for 
The Wheely Boat trust last year I am sure all our 
members, and Emsworth residents, will back this 
fantastic cause. 

One of my personal highlights of the year is 
the annual EBA Charity Black & White Ball at the 
Brookfield Hotel in November, where we all get 
to have some fun and raise money for our chosen 
charity.

It only leaves me to say thank you for taking 
the time to read my column – see you out and 
about in sunny Emsworth; spring is here!

Giles Babb, Chairman, EBA

Emsworth sailor named as runner up for 
‘Sports Coach of the Year’
Emsworth based RYA sailing coach, Melvyn Cooper 
(from Melvyn Cooper Sailing) has been the inspira-
tion and founder of a highly successful new initiative, 
the Get Racing Club, at local Hayling Island Sailing 
Club, to encourage new sailors to have a go at racing. 

Launched in April 2014, he has been the driving 
force behind the new initiative throughout the sea-
son, organizing dates, arranging mentors, encourag-
ing participants and overseeing the on-water events. 
So much so that Melvyn was nominated for a top 
award, ‘Sports Coach of the Year’. The nomination 
was part of Havant Borough’s Sports Association’s 
recognition for achievement.

 “I’m thrilled with the success of the Get Racing 
Club initiative and surprised but delighted with 
getting runner up at the awards. It’s been fantastic 
to see so many people getting involved with this in-
itiative; it’s become a very sociable event! ” Melvyn 
told The Ems.

In January 2015 HISC learnt that it had won 
the coveted Yachts and Yachting ‘Club of the Year 
Award’. In presenting the award, Georgie Corlett-
Pitt, the Editor of Yachts and Yachting said; “Hayling 
Island Sailing Club is an outstanding example of a 
club that refuses to stand still, and its endeavours to 

increase the numbers of members regularly taking 
part in club activities is an outstanding example. I 
particularly like the idea of its Get racing club, which 
encourages members into racing by teaming them 
up with existing racers.”          Sarah Johnson

Havant Road, Emsworth, Hants
TEL (01243) 373363

www.brookfieldhotel.co.uk
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Coach operator 
fights on
Seagull Lane based company Victory Travel have 
said they intend to challenge Havant Borough 
Council over their decision that the firm is operating 
without planning permission.  

Company owner Paul Donald told The Ems that 
he will submit a retrospective planning application 
to Havant BC to enable his firm to stay at the Seagull 
Lane site.  “This site has always been used as a depot 
for large vehicles.  Previous tenants have included 
a container hire firm and a crane hire company” He 
added “traffic difficulties in Seagull Lane are not 
caused by my buses but by the lorries that deliver 
to the engineering firms who occupy other sites in 
Seagull Lane”.  

He went on to say that “this site is ideal for my 
company, it is secure, self-contained and has office 
accommodation.  I employ up to 10 staff and provide 
a valuable service to local schools and organisations 
who want to travel by coach” 

Previously the vehicles were kept at Portsmouth 
Lorry Park.  He moved to Emsworth as he wanted his 
own site with office accommodation.  Victory Travel 
operate a fleet of 7 coaches which are mainly used 
for school trips.               David Harris

Coach operatorPaul Donald
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Do you have a business news 
story to tell? Contact the Editor 

editor@emsworthresidents.
co.uk

Local hotel receives 
coveted award
A local Emsworth hotel has been 
awarded ‘Employer of the Year’ by 
Work Choice, part of Portsmouth 
City Council.

Wise Choice devise work programmes and give 
young people with learning difficulties an opportuni-
ty to prove themselves in paid work. The Brookfield 
Hotel was approached by the organisation in April 
2013, when two ex-Glenwood School pupils were 
seeking employment.

The young men, Christopher Brown and Michael 
Powell, made such a good impression that the 
Brookfield gave them both the opportunity to work 
at the hotel. At the end of their trial period, they were 
offered permanent positions as kitchen porters and 
are still employed there.

Steve Henwood, Employment Advisor with Work 
Choice said: “It has been a great pleasure working 
with employers like Amanda (Thomas) and Keith 
(Adams). They see potential and are prepared to 
give people a chance. They have been totally and 
fully supportive of everything the Work Choice pro-
gramme strives to achieve. They deserve recognition 
for their patience and understanding and for the way 
they have embraced these two young men and sup-
ported them into their business.”

Amanda Thomas said: “It has been a great pleas-
ure to see the way Christopher and Michael have 
taken their opportunity and have grown into their 
new job roles. They have both proved reliable and 
hard-working and have shown what can be done 
with determination, hard work and support. I feel 
they have also both grown as people in that their 
confidence has increased since they have been with 
us. You can see that new confidence in them now - it’s 
tremendous.”

Christopher Brown said: “This job and getting it 
has given me so much. I have more confidence in 
myself. It has made me realise the skills I have - skills 
I never thought I had. Having a job has given me a 
whole new look on life.”

Michael Powell said: “I love working at the 
Brookfield. Everyone’s so very friendly and help-
ful. Working here has really helped me feel more 
confident.”

Well done the Brookfield.          
Lesley DiFonzo
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The Gift BoxThe Gift Box
Jewellery

Gifts and Cards
for every

occasion

01243 389944
34 High Street • Emsworth
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Carraher

Thorney sleepover
The Ems is being delivered to Thorney Island now, where its residents are 
very much a part of Emsworth’s Community. Thorney School recently held 
a sleepover for Year 5 and 6 students. School reporters, Anthony Tolly and 

Kieran Harland prepared a report for The Ems. Both are aged 11. 

Anthony reported that ‘the school sleepover was 
a magnificent success for the students; as everyone 
appreciated it. Especially the movies at the end and 
the activities; “I really enjoyed the outside activities, 
my favorite was the listening games and of course 
the hot chocolate!” Kieran told Anthony.

‘The outside activities were: star gazing, bat Bat 
Moth, Granny’s Keys and Lighthouse. The students 
were put in to groups and were accompanied by a 
teacher. Mrs Noble controlled the lighthouse activity 
and was standing on the mound and had a torch. We 
had to stay out of the spotlight and we had to reach 
the end without getting caught. Mrs Phelps ran the 
‘bat Bat Moth’ and we had a blindfold and the others 
had to make a noise. You had to try and tag them’. 

‘When the activities were over we went inside and 
did our treasure hunt activities and we had to find 

all the dragons (our topic was dragons). After this we 
got into our pyjamas and drunk hot chocolate with 
marshmallows while watching a movie. We then had 
to go to sleep most of us were so tired we fell asleep 
instantly’…

Here is what Ben, aged 11, thought, ‘I liked playing 
the lighthouse activity and I also liked the hot choc-
olate and the movie. I think this was the best school 
sleepover ever. It was really fun.’

Kye, aged 11, thought ‘I liked the lighthouse ac-
tivity because of the hiding and the stealth. The 
Granny’s key was also fun. I thought the sleepover 
was awesome.’ 

Kieran added, ‘When the children got there they 

laid down their beds and were put into groups. After 
that they headed outside for outside activities. Each 
activity was accompanied by a teacher. Star Gazing 
–which was run by Mr Vokes, using the Ipad’s app 
called Skywalk and we were exploring the universe.’ 

‘Next were listening games, in addition we were 
split into groups within our classes. Mrs Moody’s 
activity was called Granny’s keys, where one person 
was “the Granny” facing one way meanwhile the oth-
er people are trying to get the keys without alerting 
“the Granny.”

‘Afterwards we went inside and did inside activi-
ties. One activity was using the Ipads to find pictures 
of dragons around the school and watch a clip about 
that dragon and find out one interesting fact’.

‘When we woke up we had to clear our stuff and 
get changed. Next, breakfast was ready as we had 

croissants, brioche, toast and waffles. Also chocolate 
spread, butter and jam was going round’.

Here are the views of Damian Robinshaw, age 11, 
“I enjoyed the Lighthouse game and watching the 
movies with hot chocolate! I would rate it 9/10”

We also interviewed Ryley Haylock, age 11,”I liked 
the Lighthouse game because of the tactical side of 
it and I also enjoyed breakfast. I would rate it 9/10” 

Thank you Anthony and Kieran for your excellent 
report – The Ems.

Oh, and a little bird told The Ems that some of the 
sleep - overs didn’t go to sleep until 1am, as they 
were chatting so much. 

Lucky teachers!

Getting ready for the 
‘awesome’ sleepover 
at Thorney Island 
School

2015 Maurice Broomfield photographic 
competition launched
The fourth Maurice Broomfield Schools 
Photographic Competition was launched in March 
this year. This popular competition which has en-
couraged and enthused local school children to 
take photographs of the area is held in memory of 
international photographer Maurice Broomfield 
who lived on Slipper Mill in Emsworth and is being 
sponsored by the Slipper Mill Pond Preservation 
Association. 

It is open to School years 3, 4, 5, & 6 of Emsworth 
Primary, St James’ Primary, Funtington Primary, 
Southbourne Junior, Thorney Island Primary and 
Westbourne Primary Schools. 

This year three photos can be entered: two on 
the theme of ‘Pond and River Life’ and one pic-
ture of ‘Anything You Like’. There is a prize of £30 
for the winning photographer of the set subject 
(Pond and River Life) and a prize of £25 for their 

school. There is also one prize of £20 for the best 
open subject picture and three prizes of £15 for 
the winner from each other school year.

The Judges will award Certificates of Merit to 
other good entries and all entrants will receive a 
mounted print of their pictures. The closing date 
for entries is Sunday 12th April and entries can be 
sent to photo@thatchers.plus.com

The prizes and certificates will be presented 
on Friday 1st May at the Emsworth Community 
Centre at 4.00pm, when prints of all the entries 
will be on show. Maurice’s son Nick Broomfield, 
the well-known documentary maker will be 
awarding the prizes All entrants and their parents 
are invited to come to this event and photographs 
will stay on display over the Emsworth Art Trail 
weekend of 2nd to 4th May.

Lizzie Dymock

Seeds set for new 
community orchard
The seeds have been set to create a community 
orchard on the Emsworth/Westbourne border. 
A free cider tasting event held at the end of March 
at the White Horse in Westbourne’s village square, 
started the project rolling. 

The community orchard is planned for the new 
public open space next to the Redlands Grange 
housing development and is to be designed to help 
preserve traditional fruit varieties, provide local en-
vironmentally-friendly produce and help residents 
get a bit closer to the earth.

Organisers Greening Westbourne, a local climate 
change action group, is aiming to make it a joint 
project with volunteers from both Emsworth and 
Westbourne. The group hopes to get trees spon-
sored by local people, maybe in remembrance of a 
loved one, or to celebrate a birth. 

Greening Westbourne chair Colin Carré said: 
“We’ve been working on this with Havant Borough 
Council and the site developers, Bloor Homes 
and Bellway Homes and it’s great that we’ve got the 
go-ahead. Now we have the challenge of making it 
happen.”

“We need local people to form a ‘core team’ – a 
support group to run the project. We’d love to hear 
from anyone who is a good organiser, or who can 

keep on top of a bit of admin, or who has experience 
of fundraising. Maybe they know something about 
planting trees, or making cider, or have good web 
skills. It would be great if they could come to one of 
the events and pledge their support.”

The group plans to meet on the first Tuesday of 
the month at 7.30pm at the Meeting Place, North 
Street, Westbourne. 

To join in, residents can email: greeningwest-
bourne@hotmail.co.uk 

More information is available on the web and can 
be found by searching for Greening Westbourne.

John Millard
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SLIPPER  
THE SESSION ALE 

FairField 
 AN AMBER ALE 

The artist’s 
trail
This year, the Emsworth Arts Trail hopes to see  
more people than ever visit artists work displayed 
around Emsworth in April and May. More than 160 
talented local painters, printers, potters & photogra-
phers are due to exhibit at more than 50 locations 
around the town as part of the Emsworth Arts Trail, 
being held over the weekends of 25th and 26th April 
and 2nd, 3rd and 4th May.  

“What’s unique about our Trail is that it’s a walking 
trail; this enables visitors to really appreciate our 
picturesque coastal village while visiting all the dif-
ferent venues.” Chairman and local artist, Carol Price 
told The Ems. “Not all members are able to open their 
homes to the public, so many artists are exhibiting 
at shops, businesses, our sailing clubs, churches and 
community venues in Emsworth. We have signed 
up 45 local businesses for our ‘Adopt an Artist’ to 
display art in their windows.”

Admission is free for all and many artists are hap-
py to sell their own work on the day. An illustrated 
booklet listing each artist is available at shops, cafes 
and pubs in Emsworth. Details are online at: www.
emsworthartstrail.org.uk 

The Emsworth Arts Trail began in 2001 with 
just 6 artists exhibiting, as part of Havant Borough 
Council’s sponsored Havant Arts Trail. Emsworth has 
held its own event since 2012. 

Emsworth is home to several well-known artists, 
including Lady Pippa Blake and Marian Forster, 
who worked as an archaeological illustrator on the 
Mary Rose project.  The ‘Emsworth Artists’ annual 
summer exhibition attracts hundreds of entries 
locally.  It’s being held at Emsworth Community 
Centre from Saturday 29th August to Wednesday 
2nd September.  Emsworth Arts Trail

Above: works by Chris Abel which wil be exhibited at the 
Arts Trail.
Top and below: artists gather to launch the Art Trail

Elizabeth TurnerCurtains

Offering a range of quality, handmade, soft furnishings
including curtains, valances, pelmets, blinds and

cushions. We also provide fabrics, poles, tracks and
a fitting service, free measurements and estimates.

01243 389939
www.elizabethturner.co.uk

Visit our 

workshop and 

fabric room

The team at Belcher Frost will be 
pleased to advise you on all your 

legal matters - from your house move, 
the sale or purchase of a business, 

resolving disputes, the preparation of 
your will and Inheritance Tax planning to 

probate and inheritance matters.

Please contact us at 3 West Street, 
Emsworth, Hampshire, PO10 7DX

01243 - 377231
enquiries@belcherforst.co.uk

www.belcherfrost.co.uk

Belcher Frost

The Old Pharmacy
57 High Street, Emsworth

01243 372751

Professional & friendly service 
NHS & Private Prescriptions 
Medicines Sales & Advice 
Private Consultation Room

Fine fragrances & cosmetics 
Bronnley, Yardley, Roger & Gallet 

Mason Pearson hair brushes 
Sun preparations 

Instant passport photographs

A new 
chapter for 
Terror
Oyster boat Terror, Emsworth’s beautifully restored 
historic sailing boat, used throughout the town’s 
glorious Oyster industry days, was handed over 
to a new operating team at a signing ceremony at 
Emsworth Yacht Harbour recently.

Pieter Montyn, Chairman of Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy, signed a document with Mark Stanton, 
Chairman of Friends of Chichester Harbour, for 
Friends to operate Terror for three years from 1st 
April this year.

Although the boat will still be owned by Chichester 
Harbour Conservancy, a team of volunteers from 
Friends and other enthusiasts are taking care of her 
now. The group is collectively known as the Terror 
Operating Committee. 

This year Terror celebrates her 125th year, so it’s 
a special year in her life. Celebratory events are 
planned. Anyone is welcome to take a memorable 
voyage on Terror around the Harbour during the 
summer and it all costs very little; just call Emsworth 
Yacht Harbour on 01243 377727 or take a look at the 
Terror website www.oysterboatterror.org.uk Look 
out for leaflets and posters in the town too.

All trip costs go back to maintain Terror as she is 
a totally non - profit making boat.

The first sailing date for paying passengers is 22nd 
May and demand is likely to be high, so early booking 
is recommended. Trips carry on until September.

Chris Clode, recently retired Commodore of 
Emsworth Sailing Club, who is Chairman of the 
Terror Operating Committee, is delighted with the 
new arrangements, “we have a wonderful group of 
volunteers who skipper, crew and maintain Terror 
and we are all looking forward to a busy season this 
year. She takes up to six passengers at a time, and 
trips last just over two hours, giving plenty of time to 
experience the beauty of Chichester Harbour.”

Chris Clode

Pieter Montyn and Mark Stanton

Community News
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R.C. Decorators

01243 372337
07771 628188

Domestic & Commercial •  All work guaranteed
Repair Care International  

Special Contractor

Wallpapering • Painting
Decorating (internal & external)

General Maintenance
Restoration

H. LOUCH
and SONS

Emsworth Building Contractors 
Established 1870 

Specialists in Roofing Repairs, 
Brickwork, Extensions and 

Period Renovations

Contact: Peter Griffin
29a Victoria Road

Emsworth
01243 372023

SIMON HOWELLS
BUILDERS LTD

BUILDING AT ITS BEST

01243 376299
www.sdhowellsbuilders.co.uk

Experienced Hampshire Tradesmen

All general building work undertaken

YOUR LOCAL 
TOOL HIRE

ABNA
Rear of: 
The Old Flour Mill 
Queen Street 
EMSWORTH
01243 371251

Events

Baking for Heroes
Kasha Cain, a local army wife, is busy making 
cakes for a special ‘Bake for Heroes’ lunch time 
special at Emsworth’s Community Centre. She 
is hoping to raise lots for ‘Help for Heroes’.

The Cake and coffee lunchtime event takes 
place on 21st April and along with some de-
licious cakes and coffee, Kasha has planned 
some children’s entertainment too.

Come along and help her raise some dough 
between 12.30 and 2.30pm.

Gardens in bloom in 
Westbourne

On Sunday 14th June the owners of 20 gardens in 
Westbourne are inviting garden lovers to enjoy the 
experience of wandering through the village and 
entering their gates. Delights include small, exqui-
sitely designed patio gardens; those with water 
meandering through them; carefully manicured 
and tastefully planted mature gardens; large spac-
es with impressive vistas and gardens designed 
and planted to show standard.

In addition, there will be treasure trails for chil-
dren; home produced teas served in ‘vintage’ style 
and a raffle with generous prizes.

The cost of entry is £7, to cover all gardens, free 
for children under the age of 14. Gardens will be 
open from 10.30am to 5.00pm with a large, clearly 
sign-posted car park being available on the day  
(post code: PO10 8RN).

Please come for an exceptionally special event 
and enjoy the beauty of many garden lovers’ 
lovingly tended spaces. All proceeds go to local 
charities and organisations.

More information can be found on:  
www.westbourneopengardens.co.uk

Local art on display
The Emsworth Art Group is holding its Spring Art 
Exhibition at the Lumley Room in the Emsworth 
Community Centre over the Easter weekend, 
Saturday 4th April, Sunday 5th April & Monday 6th 
April, between 10am and 5pm each day. Entrance 
is free.

We are an enthusiastic group of amateur artists, 
meeting every Wednesday morning and use a vari-
ety of mediums and cover a wide range of subjects.

We plan to have over 100 pictures on display.
Please come and view, peruse and cogitate over our 
works of Art.

We enjoyed painting them and hope you will enjoy 
seeing them too.

If you really like them, all paintings are for sale at 
reasonable prices.           The Emsworth Art Group

Science Discovery 
Group 
Monday April 20th - Materials in action.
A talk by Dr Diane Aston, Training and Education 
Executive, Institute of Materials, Minerals 
and Mining, Grantham. 7.30pm in the Drama 
Room at Warblington School, Southleigh Road, 
Havant, PO9 2RR.   £3 entry charge, no previous 
knowledge assumed.  

Monday May 18th - Food allergies.  
A talk by Prof Tara Dean, Dept. of Health 
Sciences, University of Portsmouth.   7.30 
in the Drama Room at Warblington School, 
Southleigh Road, Havant, PO9 2RR. £3 entry 
charge, no previous knowledge assumed.  

For more information contact Sarah or John 
Simpson on 01243 371580 or at jssimpson@
btopenworld.com 

Events coming up at Tuppenny Barn

Friday 10 April - Learn to: Juice - 10am / 2½ hours
Join food coach, Fran Wallis for a fun morning 
learning the basics of juicing. There will be lots of 
tasty juices to try and you can have a go at making 
your own. Fran will talk through the health bene-
fits, the various ways of juicing and how to make 
juicing a regular part of your diet.
Tickets: £20 each

Friday 17 April - Sustainable Fashion Evening -  7pm
Join us as we transform Tuppenny Barn into a 
sustainable fashion boutique for a very special 
fundraising evening. We will be showcasing lots 
of alternative ways that we can buy clothing and 
accessories. Browse through our stalls of fair 
trade and second hand fashion, be inspired by 
ideas to upcycle, repair or even make your own 
clothing and meet the man behind the inspiring 
Fair Trade jewellers Cred. 
Tickets: £10 each includes a welcome drink. 

Saturday 18 April - Wild Food Walk - 
1pm / 2½ hours
Join Karen Berry for a walk from Tuppenny Barn 
to the shoreline learning on the way what is ed-
ible in the hedgerows and on the shore. Back at 

Tuppenny Barn we will sample some foods that 
Karen has already prepared for us.
Tickets: £16 adults / £5 children

Friday 24 April - Tuppenny Tots – Making Flowers 
- 10am / 1½ hours
Have fun with craft and play activities at Tuppenny 
Barn. These sessions are especially for pre-school 
children and their parents. Each session will in-
clude a craft activity, refreshments and a story 
or playtime.
Tickets: £5 per child

Book at www.tuppennybarn.co.uk.

Wild Food Walk with Karen Berry

The summer programme from The Spring 
brings some bright flavours from the arts
The Spring Arts and Heritage Centre has lots on 
offer during the spring and summer this year; the-
atre, music, film and comedy events. 1980’s music 
fans are especially well catered for with The Blow 
Monkeys, Mari Wilson and Judy Tzuke set to bring 
back memories. Blues band Willie and the Bandits, 
jazz vocalist Jacqui Dankworth, a George Harrison 
tribute band, pop idol star Gareth Gates  and  local 
singer Deborah Bonham are just a few of the other 
bands performing this summer in Havant.  

Theatre fans can look forward to Every Brilliant 
Thing by Duncan MacMillan which was performed 
at the Edinburgh festival. The Oscar Wilde classic, 
The Picture of Dorian Gray should play a full house.  
Cider with Rosie, performed by local amdram group 
Humdrum sounds like a good evening with its live 
music accompaniment. The Spring’s own amdram 
company, Bench, will be performing Ladies Down 
Under, a sequel to their highly successful 2013 pro-
duction of Ladies Day, a comedy about four female 
fish packers.  

Add to this a number of heritage talks covering 
topics such as Stansted House, Hayling Billy Line 

railway, Battle of Waterloo, Portsmouth soldiers in 
WW1 and Enigma machine codebreakers.  Comedy 
fans are well catered for with the regular Havant 
Comedy Club hosted by excellent local comedian 
Joe Wells. In addition The Spring has a weekly pro-
gramme of films, workshops, book groups, children’s 
activities and exhibitions. 

For more information and to book tickets call 
into the box office (open from 1000 Mon – Sat), The 
Spring, East Street, Havant or ring 023 9247 2700 or 
www.thespring.co.uk

The Blow Monkeys
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EMSWORTH 
BUILDERS

ESTABLISHED 1977

We pride ourselves on our quality. All 
general building work.

EXTENSIONS
LOFT CONVERSIONS

DECORATING
You’ve tried the rest NOW deal with the best!

01243 371989
28 HIGH STREET,  

EMSWORTH

KR JENKINS
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

• Landscaping
• Fencing
• Decking
• Decorating

• Re-pointing
• Roof Repairs
• Drainage
• Brickwork

Supply and Fix or Labour Only

FREE ESTIMATE
023 9247 4271
28 years’ experience

Insured
Licensed carrier

KR
JENKINS

Events

A packed programme at Emsworth’s Museum

Emsworth Museum re-opens on Saturday 4th April and a programme of exhibitions and events has 
been planned for the season. Admission is free.

4th to 19th April, ‘1960s Emsworth              
A continuation of the 2014 exhibition shows 
Emsworth at a time when there was less traffic 
about. Although there have been changes during 
the last 50 years, many of the buildings remain 
relatively untouched.

25th April to 17th May ‘Emsworth Artists’
Three artists are showing their work at the 
Museum during the Emsworth Art Trail this year. 
Chris Abel, a fused glass artist, Carol Millard 
paints mainly in acrylic and Eloise Biddlecombe, 
an illustrator and stitch artist, works with textiles. 
The photo shows her ‘two heads’.
Emsworth Museum is open from 10.30am until 
4.30pm on all five days of the Art Trail. (The artists’ 
displays continue in the museum for two week-
ends after the Art Trail has ended.) 

23rd May to 28th June ‘Monty Reed’, local teacher 
1934 – 1956
Monty Reed was a keen photographer and this 
display of his pictures illustrates some of the ac-
tivities that his pupils were involved in. Mr Reed 
served in the Navy during WWII, some of the time 
on ‘HMS Bullfrog’. While he was away his mother 
and some ex-pupils kept in touch with him by let-
ter and a selection of these will also be on display. 
Memories of Monty Reed at school, while he was 
a teacher would be welcomed.

Emsworth Museum is open on Saturdays and 
Bank Holidays from 10.30am until 4.30pm and on 
Sundays from 2.30pm until 4.30pm. In addition 
it is open on St. George’s Day, 23rd April from 
10.00am until 2.00pm.

The annual ‘Treasure Hunt’ starts from the 
Museum at 7.00pm on Wednesday 1st July. Entry 
is £1.00 and includes tea and biscuits. This is a fun 
way for everyone to spend an evening learning 
new and interesting facts about Emsworth.

Dorothy Bone

For more information about 
any of these events, visit www.

emsworthmuseum.org.uk

New venture for 
iconic Education 
Centre

If it’s good quality, local produce you’re after then 
that’s what is at the heart of a new venture being 
held at Tuppenny Barn near Emsworth. A local food 
market – the first was held on Saturday 7 February. 
Tuppenny Barn plans to host the quality food market 
on a monthly basis.

Already known for its own quality, organic fruit 
and vegetables, Tuppenny Barn is happy to welcome 
other producers to showcase their goods. The iconic, 
sustainably built Education Centre at the smallhold-
ing is the perfect location for the market. In addition 
to the stalls, visitors enjoyed the café and children’s 
craft activities on site at the first market held. 

Maggie Haynes, the project’s founder is delighted 
with the new market: “Supporting local producers 
is one of our main aims and our customers can be 
confident that by buying produce from the market 
they will know where it has come from and that the 
number of food miles it has travelled is minimal.”

Exceptional jams and chutneys, organic ketchups 
and locally reared beef featured at the first market. 
In addition the Waste Prevention Team from West 
Sussex County Council were on hand to give sound 
advice about composting and food recycling. 

Future markets are going to open from 10am-1pm 
with free on-site parking. For exact dates, please 
visit www.tuppennybarn.co.uk.

The Catchbox ladies with their fresh from the sea fish at 
the first Tuppenny Barn Local Food Market

Tiny market hits  
the mark
The Mayor of Havant, Mrs Marjorie Smallcorn, has 
officially open Emsworth’s newest food attraction, 
The Courtyard Food Market.

The market is believed to be the UK’s smallest 
regular food market. Following on from the huge 
success of last year’s national award winning 
Emsworth British Food Fortnight, The Courtyard 
Market will run from 10am until 2pm on the 1st and 
3rd Mondays of each month. This small outdoor mar-
ket will take place right in the heart of Emsworth 
in the courtyard of the popular Greenhouse Café on 
St.Peters’ Square. 

The emphasis is on local food producers. Many reg-
ular producers who have become part of Emsworth’s 
active food community will be participating.  Harry’s 
Sausages, The Crafted Coffee Co and Thrift Cottage 
Preserves all plan to be regular stallholders and each 
month new local producers will be encouraged to 
take a stall to showcase their produce.  

Alistair Gibson said, “This is a really worthwhile in-
itiative to continue to showcase not only Emsworth’s 
food heritage but to showcase some of the areas 
really wonderful local producers. In many ways it’s a 
real legacy of the success of Emsworth British Food 
Fortnight, it’s very much about giving smaller pro-
ducers a showcase and allowing consumers to taste 
and purchase food with a story to tell. Sometimes 
less really is more - this is really exciting.“

The Emsworth Courtyard Market, Greenhouse 
Café - St. Peter’s Square.  

10am – 2pm, 1st & 3rd Monday of each month

Morning Coffee • Light Lunches • Afternoon Tea
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Community Centre News
                 Regular Groups and Activities at Emsworth Community Centre     

ACTIVITY DAY AND TIME  CONTACT 
      

Arts and Crafts      Art - Monday Art Workshop Mon  9.00 - 11.00 am weekly Edgar Baileff   01243 376674 
Art - Life Drawing Group Mon 7.00 - 9.30 pm weekly Kate Simms 0771 762 0081 
Art - Water Colours Course  Mon & Thurs 2.00 - 4.00 pm weekly David Moignard 02392 267498 
Art - Pan Art Group Tues    9.30 - 11.30 am weekly Cathy Burgess 01243 371005 
Art - Phoenix Art Classes Tues 1.30 - 3.30 pm weekly Jules Simmons   01243 824394 
Art - Emsworth Art Group  Wed   9.00 - 11.30 am weekly Felicity Newton 01243 374267 
Art - Friday Workshop Art Group Fri         9.30 - 12 noon weekly Mike Gledhill 02392 78 6642 
Craft - Friday Craft Sessions Fri 9.30 - 12.30 pm weekly ECA Office 01243 373805 
Craft - Pottery - Hole in the Wall Group Meets throughout the week weekly Clive Yeomans 01243 375860 
Quilting - Bourne Quilters Mon (1st) 6.30 - 9.00 pm monthly Averil Menzies   01243 375506 
Children & Young People      Child Health Clinic Tues  1.30 - 3.30 pm weekly Havant Health Visiting 02392 224588 
Pre-School The Creative Station Art Classes    Jo and John Turnbull 02392 594209 
                - Little Explorers (14 mths - 5 yrs) Thurs  09.30 - 10.20 am weekly   - Baby Discover  ( 6 - 18 mths)  Thurs 10.50 -  11.40 am weekly   Pre-School - Peek-a-Boo (age 1 - 4 yrs)  Fri  10.15 - 11.00 am  weekly Joanne Cone 07947 374222 

 Fri 11.15 - 12.00 am weekly   Dance - Melana (ballet, tap, toddlers) Classes throughout the week weekly Louisa Chandler 07717 327200 
Brownies (1st Emsworth) Wed  5.30 - 7.00 pm weekly Sally Beeney  02392 360222 
Drama - Tish Boom Drama (age 11 - 16 yrs) Mon 6.00 - 7.00 pm weekly Lisa Dulson  07762 490266 
Music and Singing      Music – Emsworth Community Singers Mon 7.30 - 9.30pm fortnightly Louise Russell 01243 389004 

 Wed 7.00 - 9.00 pm weekly   Music - Recorder Group Tues  2.00 - 4.00 pm weekly Janna Cundall   01243 372874 
Music – Bagpipers Fri  7.30 - 8.30 pm fortnightly James Bassett   01243 374451 
Music - Renaissance Choir Fri  7.30 - 9.00 pm weekly Alison Horncastle  01243 775020 
Dance      Dance - Aziza Egyptian (Belly dancing) Mon   6.45 - 8.00 pm  weekly Teresa Griffin  07534 347373 
  Mon    8.15 -  9.30 pm weekly     
Dance - Devils Jump Clog Dance Thurs 8.00 - 10.00 pm weekly Clare Mach  02392 787478 
Dance - Folk Dance Club Mon 7.30 - 10.00 pm fortnightly Barbara Hammond  01243 370531 
Dance - Tap Dance for Adults - Beginners Mon  12.20 - 1.20 pm  weekly Louisa Chandler 07717 327200 
                                                 - Improvers Mon   11.15 - 12.15 pm  weekly     
                                                 - Improvers Tues  7.45 - 8.30 pm weekly   Fitness and Wellbeing      Arthritis Exercise Class Tues     10.00 - 10 55 am weekly Juliette O’Hea 02392 413885 
Self Defence - Prescotts Choi Kwang Do Tues 9.30 - 10.30 am weekly Julie Prescott May 02392 468148 
  Thurs 6.00 - 7.00 pm weekly     
Keep Fit  with Loretta Tues  6.00 - 7.00 pm weekly Loretta Gallagher  01243 372800 
Keep Fit Club (over 60s) - Brendon Care Thurs 10.00 – 11.00 am weekly Louise Martin   07974 212637 
Kick Boxing Wed  7.00 - 8.00 pm weekly Omar El-Kilany 02392 374333 
Kung Fu  Wed 8.00 - 9.00 pm weekly Omar El-Kilany  02392 374333 
Mediation & Spiritual Group – Samsara Om Thurs (4th) 7.30 - 9.30 pm monthly David Wells 077 7571 1956 
Parkinson’s UK Fri (2nd) 3.00 - 5.00 pm  monthly Colin Bradshaw 01329 667567 
Pilates – South Thurs 11.45 - 12.45 pm weekly Cheryl Bromley 07896 557770 
Table Tennis (evenings) Tues   7.45 - 9.45 pm weekly Dave Weltch   01243 371752 
Table Tennis (afternoons) Wed 1.30 - 3.30 pm weekly Brian Edwards-Picknett 01243 377389 

 Fri 2.30 - 4.30pm weekly   Weight Watchers Wed   9.30 - 11.00 am weekly Mish Cameron  02392 594652 
Yoga - Cathy Baker Mon  10.00 - 11.30 am weekly Cathy Baker    02392 483323 
Yoga - Kathryn Bingham Tues   7.00 - 9.00pm  weekly Kathryn Bingham   02392 454657 
  Thurs  9.45 - 11.15 am weekly     
Zumba Fitness Fri  6.00 - 6.45 pm weekly April Lane                07768 202000 
Community Group Meetings      Women’s Institute – Emsworth Branch Fri (2nd ) 9.30 - 12 noon  monthly Eileen Kendall 01243 376039 
U3A - Emsworth & District Fri (3rd ) 10.00 - 12 noon monthly Dorothy Lawson 01243 371481 
U3A - Ems Valley  Classes throughout the week various Richard Swaine 01243 375544 

      

Events and activities at 
the Emsworth Community 
Centre from April to July 
Films:  (Subject to Confirmation)
Mon 13th April – The Imitation Game (7.30pm)
Mon 11th May – The Theory of Everything (3.30pm & 7.30pm) 
Mon 25th May – Still Life (7.30pm)
Mon 8th June – Elsa and Fred (3.30pm & 7.30pm)
Mon 22nd June – Testament of Youth (7.30pm)
Mon 13th July – The Second Best Marigold Hotel (3.30pm & 7.30pm)
Mon 20th July – Suite Francaise (7.30pm)
Mon 10th Aug – Far From the Madding Crowd (2015) 3.30pm & 
7.30pm
Film tickets £5 (which includes refreshments) are available in advance 
from Hallmark in the High Street or from the Community Centre 
office (Mon-Fri 10am to 12noon). Alternatively you can reserve your 
tickets and pay at the door by calling the Community Centre office 
on 01243 373805 or email us at ems.ca@btconnect.com.
iPad courses 

These courses are split over two Wednesday mornings from 9.30am 
to 12.30pm on the following dates: Wed 15th + 22nd April or Wed 
13th + 20th May or Wed 3rd + 10th June or Wed 1st + 8th July. Cost 
£35. To book call Community First HEH on 0300 500 8085 ext 2. 

Other Events
4th-6th April Easter Art Exhibition by the Emsworth Art Group 
(10am – 5pm).  Admission Free.
Thurs 16th April Easter Art and Craft Workshop (5 - 11 years) from 
9.30am to 11.30am. £12 per child, £10 for siblings. Please contact Jo 
Turnbull on 07954 096385 to book a place. 
Tues 21st April Bake for Heroes - Coffee and Cake Sale with Children’s 
Activities (12.30pm to 2.30pm) For further details contact Kasha 
Cain 07801738011
Thurs 23rd April St George’s Day Refreshments in the Assembly 
Room immediately after the Parade in Emsworth Square. Do call in 
for free refreshments on your way home.
25th- 26th April Lily & Lime will be providing Refreshments during 
the Emsworth Art Trail, including 2nd-4th May homemade cakes, 
filled Rolls and soup. 

Sat 4th July Children’s Table Top Sale (10am - 12 noon). To book a 
table call Emsworth Mums on 07476 704917

Regular Groups and Activities at Emsworth Community Centre

The Imitation Game

P.J. BALDRY
Your Local Flat Roof Specialist
Flat Roofs • Tiles • Slates • 
Re-roofing • Maintenance
Soffits • Fascias • Gutters

Reliable
Cheerful

Experienced
Hard-working
Good Value

42 Horndean Road, Emsworth

01243 372253
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Reviews
The Bench 
Theatre’s colourful 
production, ‘Love 
and Information’
No one can accuse Havant’s Bench Theatre group 
of being complacent in their choice of plays. 
Caryl Churchill’s 2012 theatrical collage, Love and 
Information, bombards the audience with 63 differ-
ent scenes and over 100 characters. It defies all the-
atrical conventions by having no leading characters 
and no plot. The experience of watching the play is 
very much like sitting in front of a TV and zapping 
the remote control from channel to channel. One 
occasionally lingers on something of interest for a 
couple of minutes before moving on. 

The overall message is that we live in a society 
dominated by too much information, yet we are 
often unwilling or unable to share important things 
with those that we love. Women discuss whether to 
share a secret, teenage girls discuss what they know 
about their favourite boy band star, men discuss the 
meaning of numbers and a young women confides 
to her younger sister that she is actually her mother. 
Although this play is unconventional in its structure 
it is not hard work to watch, unlike some modernist 
productions where virtually nothing happens.  

This cannot have been an easy play to put on but 
the 16 amateur actors who appeared in the 100 
different roles never once faltered in their perfor-
mances. With no central character and the roles 
shared out fairly evenly between cast members 
it is difficult to single out any particular player for 
mention. It was a very minimal set with only a couple 
of tables and chairs on an otherwise bare stage. One 
left the theatre, not necessarily feeling entertained, 
but definitely challenged and given something to 
think about which was probably what Caryl Churchill 
intended when she wrote the play.   

David Harris

Bench Theatre are based at The 
Spring Arts Centre, Havant and have 

been around since 1969. 
Their next performances are the adult 

comedy, NSW by Lucy Kirkwood 
(23 April – 2 May); another comedy,  

Ladies Down Under by Amanda 
Whittington (16-26 July) and Breaking 
the Code by Hugh Whitemeor which is 
about Alan Turing and the deciphering 
of the Enigma code during the Second 

World War.

Beautiful lawns at affordable prices

professional lawn care
Certificate Number 8302 

ISO 9001

SEE RESULTS IN JUST

10 DAYS

ASK ABOUT OUR
FREE LAWN
ANALYSIS

Exclusive
to

The only National Lawn Care Company in the UK to recruit

experienced greenkeepers and grounds care professionals

LAWN
CARE
Information

Guide

Our Lawn Care Information Guide.
FREE with your quotation

professional lawn care

Tailored lawn treatment 
plans are available 
to improve your lawns 
all year round.

Tailored lawn treatment 
plans are available 
to improve your lawns 
all year round.

For a FREE quotation call Tel: 0800 138 9045
Or just text ‘lawn’ and your postcode to 60777 and we will call you.

21a St Andrews Road, Hayling Island, Hampshire PO11 9JN

www.lawnmaster.co.uk   richard.verney@lawnmaster.co.uk

Your lawn, our
expertise... perfect!

Your lawn, our
expertise... perfect!

Emsworth show is back and a packed 
programme is promised
After last year’s wash out the Emsworth Show 
Committee have been working extra hard to prove 
that a little bit of rain can’t dampen their sprits! The 
event’s organiser has been busy booking entertain-
ment for this year’s show and here’s a sneak preview 
of what to expect over the late August Bank Holiday.

The event is being held this year on Monday 31st 
August, 2015, between 10.30am and 5pm at the

Recreation Ground on Horndean Road.
The spectacular GMG Falconry are performing 

Birds of Prey flying demonstrations, along with a 
static display where the magnificent birds can be 
seen up close and personal.

Visitors can look forward to the hilarious Quack 
Pack performing duck herding demonstrations us-
ing their team of border collies and comical Indian 
Runner ducks.

There’s the Punch and Judy show and ‘Big and 
Little’, two ponies in the large arena for children.

Musical entertainment comes from the Emsworth 
Concert Band and the Jazz Smugglers. The Emsworth 
concert band did a fantastic job at lifting people’s 
sprits during last year’s rain. The superb Jazz 
Smugglers are coming to the show for the first time.

The heroes of last year had to be the Havant Youth 
Football Club who were the only event that man-
aged to perform in the rain. The boy’s spirits were 
not dampened, stoically demonstrating their skills 
despite the downpour and happily, they are coming 
back again this year.

Finally, by popular demand the show welcomes 
back family pet dogs. They are all welcome at the 

Fun Dog Show and owners can register on the day 
for any of the fun classes. 

In addition to the arena’s entertainment, the main 
focus of the day for all keen gardeners is the large 
Horticultural Marquee where all the exhibits are dis-
played. Last year the marquee was filled with over a 
thousand entries covering categories from Fuchsia 
to photography and craft to cake! If you would like 
to exhibit, the schedule is available on the web site 
2 months prior to the show.  

The Fur and Feathers marquee enthrals adults 
and children alike, with its unusual domestic animals 
to pet and admire.

It takes nearly 200 volunteers to make the 
EMSWORTH SHOW the success it has become and 
their efforts are much appreciated. But the organis-
ers are always on the lookout for more volunteers for 
the variety of jobs from helping set up the marquees 
and gazebos to manning the entrances.  

How about joining the organising committee? 
There are still a number of key roles to cover. 
Whatever your skills and abilities, or however much 
time you can give?

If you are interested in helping please come 
along to our recruitment event in St Peter’s Square 
Emsworth on Sat 18th April from 10am-1pm  or 
alternatively contact our manpower manager, Faith 
Ponsonby, on 01243 372825. 

www.emsworthshow.org.uk 
for event updates.

Comedy at the 
Crown

The upstairs room at The Crown pub, Emsworth 
was packed to the rafters on Red Nose day with an 
audience of enthusiastic comedy fans. 

Tiernan Douieb opened and shared a number 
of rambling anecdotes about flatulence, Iceland, 
music festivals and flooding. He had good audience 
engagement but not all of his material worked, but 
his rapid fire delivery meant that there were no awk-
ward silent periods when the laughs didn’t come.

Feisty female funny woman, Sam Savage whose 
Cockney working class Jenny Éclair/Jo Brand style 
act covered Tupperware parties, the price of cheese, 
female friendship, New Year and McDonalds. She 
went down well with the women, showing that there 
is a distinctive brand of feminist humour which is 
much appreciated by a female audience.

The final act was Lloyd Griffith, a very talented 
and versatile entertainer of whom we shall proba-
bly see on television in the not too distant future. 
Lloyd, who hails from Grimsby, had the deadpan 
delivery of a Jack Dee coupled with the surrealism of 
Eddie Izzard. Highlights of the act included impres-
sions of different types of sealant tape; sellotape, 
gaffer tape, etc. He invited the audience to act as 
Mastermind question masters as he reeled of facts 
about any cathedral that the audience mentioned. 
The act went down well.

The event was very ably compered by Portsmouth 
comedian, Joe Wells who hosts the monthly Havant 
Comedy Club events at The Spring Arts Centre, 
Havant. Joe has a very pleasant personality and 
effortless audience engagement. A young man with 
a natural gift to entertain and amuse, do try to catch 
him at his frequent local appearances. 

David Harris

Comedian Tiernan Douieb at The Crown comedy night
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No mess, no stress. From design 
to completion, Aqua Bathrooms 
can create a stunning bathroom 
for every budget. relax Do you dream of a place 

where you can 

Then step into our showroom, where we 
turn bathroom dreams into reality.

Fed up of your old bathroom? 

T: 02392 466007
E: enquiries@aqua-ltd.co.uk

www.aqua-ltd.co.uk

Visit our showroom: 
18 Elm Grove, Hayling Island, 
Hampshire, PO11 9EF

Red Noses and a whole 
lot of Comic Relief 
raises over £15,000
As the first ever Red Nose town, Emsworth pulled 
out all the stops to achieve something special during 
the Comic Relief spectacular, held over the weekend 
of 13th-15th March. 

A staggering £15,000 (and more to come) was 
raised by Emsworth alone over the weekend of fun. 
A lot of the money goes to the UK, to be used for 
really needy causes and more besides goes to pro-
vide support for projects, big and small right across 
Africa. Our town achieved so much.

The Director of Comic Relief, Emma Freud sent this 
email to the organisers, the EBA and Wemsfest at 
the start of Emsworth’s Red Nose weekend. “Hello.  I 
am the Director of Red Nose Day - I’ve just been 
shown your website, and it has made my heart soar.” 

“What an amazing series of events, what a bril-
liantly imaginative programme, what an astonishing 
fundraising initiative.... you seem to be the greatest 
small town in Britain. On behalf of me and Richard 
Curtis (the co-founder of Comic Relief and my part-
ner), we salute, thank and applaud you. Emma. And 
later the same day, “I sent your webpages round to 
the entire comic relief team yesterday and there 
was much celebrating. Common opinion is that 
Emsworth wins Red Nose Day!”  

The fun started before the weekend with the local 
Primary Schools taking part in Comedy Workshops 
sponsored by Henry Adams – a great opportunity for 
young people to express themselves and get in the 
‘comedy’ sprit. By Thursday, many of the town’s pubs 
and businesses were suitable dressed with huge Red 
Noses, (Henry Adams and The Ship Inn were surely 
the biggest?) 

The town’s roundabout greeted all comers when it 
carried a particularly imposing 2 foot high red nose! 
No-one could miss it, it was placed right in the centre 
of the roundabout’s sign!

The whole town came to life as local businesses 
went as far as to rename themselves during the fes-
tival; the award-winning Fat Olives restaurant was 
known as ‘Red Olives’, The Greenhouse Café became 
the Red House Café. Pompey football supporter 
Giles Babb drew the line at changing his pub (The 
Blue Bell) to The Red Bell, instead he changed it to 
‘The Blue Nose’ for the duration.

The creative talent in Emsworth was out in abun-
dance with themed and designed hampers for com-
petitions. The Treagust 60’s suitcase hamper was 
especially magnificent and featured a centre - piece 

Comic Relief Red Nose cake, made by non-other than 
The Ems Advertising Manager, Phoebe Atkinson 
from Millpond Cakes. 

The window display of the Amaya Beauty Salon 
in Queen Street, featured a larger than life-sized 
swan with a red nose perched on the end of its beak, 
its reflection delicately captured in an oval mirror. 
Its dusky cousin, sporting a rather dapper top hat 
appeared in Sue Foster Interior’s window. Katie 
who owns Amaya, is an Emsworth girl through and 
through and it was her Dad who made and donated 
the huge red noses seen throughout Emsworth. He 
also made the swans seen in Amaya and Sue Fosters.

Both displays were quite simply stunning, as was 
the High Street’s Tier Greengrocer’s display. The 
town’s hairdressers, cafes, pubs, butchers (Harry’s 
amazing Tomato & Sage sausages) Estate Agents, 
florists, Key Print (win an easel for a £1), Cheese 
& Chutney (gorgeous Red Chutnose), the Barber’s 
Arch, Mungo’s Emporium and some of North Street’s 
shops rose so sportingly to the occasion. Red Noses 
and red flags were everywhere.

We were asked to guess the weight (careful now) 
of Kim, the owner of the Gift Box, or buy a red nose 
on sale everywhere for a £1. The Co-op had several 
hand-made hampers which could be won for a £1 
donation. 

The Nat West raised over £500 from ticket sales 
for a Hamper, cakes (and champagne for a lucky few). 
Nat West is doubling the amount raised. On the day, 
bosses came down from Head Office to give support 
and lend a hand with selling cakes. All with a smile 
and a giggle. 

Every red nose ever made since Comic Relief 
started appeared in a display in South Street’s 
Chalcraft’s antique shop. Their Goodwood award 
winning green delivery van was parked outside 
for the weekend emblazoned with red noses. Even 
Coastliner buses had red noses painted and drivers 
dressed accordingly.

The BBC got involved when they filmed from early 
in the morning and then again live from the Silent 
Disco in the Square on Friday night – they captured 
the whole community spirit and involvement from 
young to old. Radio Solent and Spirit FM both broad-
cast their breakfast shows from Emsworth on Comic 
Relief Friday.

Friday 13th March is known nationally as Red Nose 
Day and for Emsworth it meant a lot of fundraising 

Comic Relief Photo Special
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The Red Nose Twins

Top display at the greengrocers

The ‘spirit’ of things at The Ship!

events started in the morning which went on until 
late at night. People turned up to work in fancy 
dress and in the evening, the theme carried on to 
the major event of the day - the Silent Disco in the 
town’s main square. Of course the choice of costume 
was between super-hero and fishermen; well it is 
Emsworth. The old movies projected onto the old 
Lloyds Bank building were a big hit and added class 
to the occasion. This is Emsworth, not London. How 
lucky are we? 

Havant’s lady Mayor, Marjorie Smallcorn, got the 
Silent Disco underway in the early evening at St 
Peter’s Square. Comperes Joe Wells and Jeff Lane 
introduced the first of 3 comedy club nights at The 
Crown Hotel and a special charity fashion show held 
during the day at The Deck Café in Emsworth’s Yacht 
Harbour, raised hundreds of pounds.

So much more took place on Saturday too. The 
town was in full swing with everything from a Static 
Cycle Ride to John O’Groats, street entertainment, 
the Red Nose Hampshire Farmers Market, a film at 
the Community Centre, and another Comedy Club.  

Youngsters from the four local Primary Schools 
took part in Comedy Workshops and were selling 
their specially made wares at The Young Gigglers 
Market. Such a great idea and so popular. The Fire 
station even got in on the comedy act by cycling to 
the Fire station in John O’Groats without ever leav-
ing Emsworth.

Mothering Sunday saw ‘Pennies Across the 
Millpond’ linking the Emsworth and Slipper Sailing 
Clubs, in arguably the world’s longest ever Red Nose 
money chain. There were more films, a sold-out Fun 
Cookery Workshop, and a Comedy Competition too.

The Red Nose event was a joint effort by Wemfest 
and Emsworth’s Business community, the EBA. Their 
efforts to pull off something so special for Emsworth 
were truly remarkable. 

Alistair Gibson told The Ems, “What made 
Emsworth’s Red Nose town Comic Relief weekend so 
special was that everyone could join in. Businesses, 
residents and visitors alike could all be part of this 
fabulous event.”

Chichester-based Jago Developments donated 
the large Red Noses which appeared throughout 
Emsworth. None of this could have happened with-
out generous local sponsorship and the support of 
Havant Borough Council.

Report: Lesley DiFonzo and Alistair Gibson
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Comic Relief Photo Special

Young Gigglers market Red nose pirates

Red Chutnose 
and Cheese

Treagust’s 
vintage hamper

Heidi’s Bakery was 
bedecked inside and out

Emsworth - the 
red nose town

Comic Relief cake made 
by Deacon Laura Evans

The Amaya Clinic’s life 
size swan captured the 
theme perfectly

Cheryl Street and 
Claire Hurry at 
NatWest

Red nose cafe 
and it’s ‘Super 
Hero’ owners
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It has been a busy time and in the Graylingwell 
and Roussillon area we took part in the RSPB’s 
Big Garden Bird Watch. It was amazing to see the 
range of species at Graylingwell Park. As part of the 
‘Festival of Winter Walks’ we led a guided walk from 
Medmerry Harbour to Pagham Harbour, viewing 
the wading birds that depend on our harbours for 
refuelling and rest. We explored the area to the north 
of Chichester with a walk from Roussillon Park to 
Lavant. We were very fortunate with the weather 
and we enjoyed watching a small flock of long-tailed 
tits, Aegithalos caudatus and a lovely tiny bird, the 
firecrest, Regulus ignicapillus near the River Lavant.

National Nest Box Week took place in the second 
week of February and gave a chance for people to 
encourage birds into the garden to roost. The idea 
was to put up nest boxes in the local areas, not only 
to protect the wildlife we already have, but to en-
courage even more birds to brood in our gardens. As 
more trees are cut down, birds lose their homes, so 
putting up boxes is a great way of helping our winged 
friends. We provide the opportunity for children to 
be a part of this national event at Southbourne and 
Chichester areas as part of the half-term activities.

In the Southbourne area, I am working with two 
Year 6 classes, fortnightly in Southbourne Junior 
School. It has been very inspiring working with the 
younger generation. The sessions have included; 
pond dipping, looking at all the invertebrate life 

within the school pond and recording the biotic 
readings; and the Greenshank Ringing Project, which 
provided an excellent overview on this special winter 
wader and highlighted that wetlands like Chichester 
Harbour are an important service station for migrat-
ing birds. 

Travelling from Sweden to Africa they need a place 
where they can rest and refuel. Disturbance is a big 
issue and birds get tired and hungry. If there is bad 
weather more fuel/food is required. Following this 
exciting project the next session we took the classes 
out on the Chichester Harbour Conservancy’s Solar 
Boat. An excellent outing looking at all the winter 
waders that visit our harbours and with the special 
highlight of seeing a Peregrine Falco peregrinus.

At Tuppenny Barn, work has ranged from events 
to reinstating the pond and hedgerow management. 
Tuppenny is an important wildlife area. They provide 
fresh produce, and they are a lovely team, in an 
amazing eco build and demonstrating ‘field to fork’ 
education. Explore their website, check them out on 
Facebook or pop in and meet the team on Thursday 
(9am-5pm) and Friday (9am-4pm).

In the Fishbourne area, we have carried out water 
vole surveys at the meadows, which is an excellent 
site for these lovely critters and we were fortunate 
to watch a kingfisher Alcedo atthis. We have held 
regular site visits and talks with local walkers with 
dogs about the impact we can have on our protected 

Left: Water Vole: Sarah has been surveying these ‘lovely critters’ in the Fishbourne Area
Above: Sarah gets stuck in, moving creatures from the pond at Tuppenny Barn before work started on its refurbishment
Below: Maggie Haynes, Sarah and other volunteers working on the pond project

Emsworth 
Community 

Centre 

A Great Venue for: 

 

01243 373805  
ems.ca@btconnect.com 

emsworthcommunitycentre.org.uk  
 

Office open Mon-Fri 10am to 12noon 
Access behind the Fire Station Car Park 

 

 Birthdays, Weddings and Christenings 

 Group Meetings and Conferences 

 Dance, Keep Fit and Art Classes 

 Various rooms available: 

Large and Small Halls,  Dance Studio,  

Computer Suite,  Skittles Alley and a  

Professional Kitchen.  Free WiFi 

important sites.  We are now in the midst of prepar-
ing for the Fishbourne Family Dog Show, which will 
be on Monday 13 July from 17.00 until 20.00 at St. 
Peter’s Place, Community Hall, Fishbourne.

There is always so much to learn and understand, 
so we continue training. This has covered: Hedgerow 
Management, Social Media, Bat Sound Analysis and 
Conflict Resolution and Disengagement Training - all 
interesting and beneficial.

We attended the annual Sussex Biological 
Recorders’ Seminar, which is always a tonic, meeting 
so many passionate people/groups who are doing so 
many amazing things on improving and safeguard-
ing our biodiversity for years to come.

Special thanks goes to all the teams, groups and 
individuals that we work with. 

Sarah
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With the days getting longer and sunrises getting 
earlier, it is fantastic to get out into the countryside and 

enjoy this incredible area and the wealth of wildlife it 
supports. Sarah Hughes, Community Wildlife Project  

Officer has been busy.
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Arts and Crafts Groups
Art in Focus: Art history discussion group. 
Wednesday mornings and Thursday evenings each 
month in Emsworth. Contact: Tim Gwyther (01243 
373080).
Bench Theatre: Club nights first & third Thursday of 
month at The Spring, East Street, Havant. 
Contact: Robin Hall (02392 484206).
Bourne Quilters: 7.15pm first Monday of each 
month, Community Centre, North Street. 
Contact: Averil Menzies (01243 375506).
Emsworth Afternoon Flower Club: Meets 2pm, 
fourth Friday of month. St James’ Church Hall, 
Church Path, Emsworth. 
Contact: Angela Lindsay, secretary (02392 817993).
Emsworth Art Group: Meets 9am-12noon, 
Wednesdays, Emsworth Community Centre, North 
Street. Contact: Hilary Headon (01243 378429).
Emsworth Evening Flower Club: Meets 7.45pm 
first Monday of month, Southbourne Village 
Hall. Contact: Vanessa Davies, Secretary, (01243 
789282)
Emsworth Morning WI: Meets 9.45am, second 
Friday of month, Emsworth Community Centre, 
North Street. Contact: Kate Wheelwright (01243 
378615). New members welcome.
Emsworth Community Singers: Main choir meets 
each Wednesday, 7.00pm-9.00pm at Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street. Contact: Louise 
Russell (07985 606670).
Friday Workshop Art Group: Led by Sally Williams 
& Tony Dudley,Friday, 9am-12noon, Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street.
Hole in the Wall Group – Emsworth’s Community 
pottery: Located behind Emsworth Community 
Centre. For more details see www.holeinthewall-
potterygroup.com
Making Time: Facilities to work on craft projects, 
9am-12noon, first Saturday of each month at the 
Meeting Place, North Street, Westbourne. £2 incl. 
refreshments.
Phoenix Art Group: Meets 1.30-3.30pm, Tuesday 
at Emsworth Community Centre, North Street. 
Contact Jules Simmons (01243 824394).
Renaissance Choir: Join one of the finest amateur 
choirs. 
Contact: 02392 591462.
Weekly Country Market: Formerly the WI Market, 
10-11.30am each Thursday at Baptist Church Hall, 
North Street, for home-made savouries/cakes, veg-
etables, preserves and craft items. New producers 
welcome.

Children’s and Youth Groups
Babies, Biscuits and Banter: Suitable for babies 
and young toddlers. Tuesdays, 9.30-11am in St 
James’ Church office. Contact: 01243 372728.
Boys’ Brigade: Meets at New Life Christian 
Church, Thorney Road, 6.30pm Mondays in term 
time, for boys aged 5-11yrs. Contact: The captain 
(07766900428), Church Office (01243 371893) or 
email boysbrigade@nlccuk.org
Girls’ Brigade (1st): Tuesdays (5.45-7.30pm for 
ages 4-10yrs and 7.30-9pm for ages 10-18yrs), 
Emsworth Baptist Church Hall, North Street.  
Contact:  Eleanor Day (01243 379308).
Girls’ Brigade(3rd): Meets at New Life Christian 
Church, Thorney Road, Emsworth. 6.30pm every 
Monday during term time for girls aged 5-11yrs. 
Contact: The captain (0791 986 1551), Church Office 
(01243 371893) or email girlsbrigade@ nlccuk.org
Girl Guiding UK: Rainbows (ages 5-10yrs), Brownies 
(ages 7-10yrs), Guides (ages 10-15yrs), senior (15+). 
Contact: Kate Garaty (01243 389450) or Lizzie 
Dickin (023 9241 0164).  
Melana: Dance classes for young people up to 20 
years, also pre-school ‘music and movement’ class-
es, at Emsworth Community Centre, North Street. 
Contact: Louisa Chandler (07717 327200).

Mumbaba: Music classes for babies and toddlers 
9.30am and 11am on Wednesdays (during 
term time, St James’ Church Hall, Church Path. 
Admission £3.50 per family. Contact: Chris (01243 
389844).
Parents & Toddlers Group: Tuesdays, 9.45-11.30am 
(term time only), New Life Christian Church, 
Thorney Road, PO10 8BN. 01243 371893
Peek a Boo Moves: Dance sessions for 1-3 year olds 
(Friday, 10.15-11.15am), £4 drop-in, £3.50 pre-book, 
at Emsworth Community Centre, North Street. 
Contact: Jo Cone (07947 374222)
Scouts: Livingstone Cub Pack, Beaver Section, 
Drake Cub Pack, Explorers, Scout Troop, all meet 
at the Scout Hut, Conigar Road. Contact: Michael 
Croucher (07764 461711) for more details.

Churches and Religious Groups
Baptist Church:  North Street, Emsworth. Contact: 
01243 375606
Emsworth & Havant Spiritual WFS Centre: 
Contact: Mary Burbridge-Bryant (02392 471675)
Good News Travelling Library: 10-1130am, first 
Friday of month (except May & August), Waterside 
United Reform Church, Bath Road, Emsworth. 
Methodist Church/Pastoral Centre: The Square, 
Emsworth. Contact: 01243 373773.
New Life Christian Church: New Life Centre, 
Thorney Road, Emsworth, PO10 8BN. Main contact: 
01243 371893. Meetings for Senior Citizens 2.30-
4pm first Wednesday of month. 
Contact and help with transport: 01243 371647.
St James’ Church (CofE): The Rectory, Church Path. 
Contact: 01243 372428
St Thomas’ Church (Catholic): 24 New Brighton 
Road. Contact: 02392 484520
St Thomas a Becket (CofE): Church Lane, 
Warblington. Contact: 01243 372428
Waterside United Reform Church: Bath Road, 
Emsworth. Contact: 01243 371718 

Community Organisations
Community First HEH (formerly Havant Council 
of Community Service (HCCS): Services such as 
Call & Go bookable buses, lunch clubs and mobility 
scooter hire. 
Contact: 0300 500 8085, admin@cfeh.org.uk.
Ems Valley Community Transport: 
A voluntary body that arranges transport to 
hospitals, GP surgeries, dentists and occasionally 
shopping. To volunteer as a driver;
Contact Jean Reed (01243 375096) or email gwy-
lan@aol.com or Marion (01243 371903).
Emsworth Business Association: 
Contact: Giles Babb (01243 373394). Email: giles@
bluebellinnemsworth.co.uk 
Emsworth Community Association: Emsworth 
Community Centre, North Street 
Contact: 01243 373805 (10am-12noon, Mon-Fri).
Email ems.ca@bt.connect.com. Computer classes 
Mon & Tue mornings.
Emsworth Forum: 
Contact: Mike Bateman, email mikebateman20@
gmail.com
Emsworth Good Neighbours: Offers help with 
shopping, reading, writing letters, collecting 
prescriptions, transport to essential appointments. 
Contact: 01243 430999.
Emsworth Horticultural Society: Organises 
Emsworth Show, Horticultural supplies hut at 
Washington Road.  Talks and coach outings. 
Contact: Lyn Davies (01243 373810). 
Emsworth Museum: 
North Street. Open 10.30am-4.30pm Saturdays/
bank holidays, 2.30-4.30pm Sundays April-
October, 2.30-4.30pm Fridays in August. Contact: 
Mrs Dorothy Bone (01243 373780).
Emsworth Residents’ Association: Publisher of 
The Ems. Contact: Jo Dyer (01243 372733) or email 
jolou.dyer@ntlworld.com

Emsworth-St Aubin Twinning Association: 
Contact: Hazel Willard (01243 379877) or Pam 
Burns (01243 373673).
Friends of Emsworth Community Health: (for-
merly Friends of Emsworth Hospital): Supports 
organisations providing health-related facilities in 
Emsworth. 
Contact: Jill Meeson (01243 371070).
Hampshire Constabulary Beat Services: 
Surgery first Wednesday of each month, Pastoral 
Centre, St Peters Square. Contact: 08450 454545.
Havant Friends of the Earth: 
Contact: Patricia Williamson (01243 378560).
Havant Rotary Club: 
Contact: Mike Valentine (02392 482818).
Mothers’ Union: 
Contact: Margaret Cornick (secretary) (01243 
378044). 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution: For Emsworth 
Branch
Contact: Mrs R Musker (01243 377186) or Mrs A 
Mant (01243 373987).
St John Ambulance: 
Fraser Road, Havant. Contact: Graham Wright 
(02392 476075).
SYRCH/Southleigh Community Hall: 
Contact: Claire Blake (01243 376733) or Steve 
Baldwin (07795 321689).
University of the Third Age, Emsworth: 
Meets at Emsworth Community Centre, Church 
Path, 10am third Friday of month, except July, 
August & December. 
Contact Dorothy Lawson (01243379598)
University of the Third Age, Ems Valley U3A: 
Meets at the Parish Hall, Church Street. 
Contact: Hazel Willard (01243 379877).
V Team Volunteers: 
Contact: (02392 481845).
WemsFest: 
Contact Mark Ringwood (01243 378742 or 07802 
500050).

Health Organisations
Alzheimer’s Society Memory Café: 
Support group for carers of people with dementia. 
Meets 10am-12 noon, fourth Tuesday of month 
(except December), United Reformed Church, Elm 
Lane, Havant. Contact: Phoebe Marsh (02392 
892035/4).
Emsworth Day Out Schemes: 
A programme for older people with disabilities. 
Wednesdays 10.30-2.30pm, Emsworth Centre, 
South Street, for lunch and days out. Contact: Irene 
Wood (01243 377143).
Emsworth Keep Fit Club: 
Friendly exercise for older people. Meet Thursday 
mornings in term time, 9.45-11am, followed by 
coffee and a chat.  Contact: Christine Nash (01590 
675929) or Beryl Linder (01243 376542).
Emsworth Stroke Club: Meets 2-4pm most 
Thursdays in Hewitts Centre, South Street. 
Contact: Mrs G Knight (02392 473091).
Emsworth Surgery: 
6 North Street. Contact: 01243 378812.
Havant Open Sight: 
For people with sight loss. 10.30am-2.30pm includ-
ing lunch, first & third Tuesday of month, Emsworth 
Centre, South Street.  Contact: Arthur Pike (02392 
263016)
Southbourne Surgery: 
337 Main Road, Southbourne. Contact: 01243 
388740.
Walking to Health in Emsworth: 
Free, safe, short walks, Wednesdays at 10.15am. 
Contact: Pauline Bond (01243 376302) or Robert 
Self (02392 484412).

Nature Conservation
Brook Meadow Conservation Group: Work sessions 
10am-12noon, on first Sunday & third Thursday in 

month:  Sunday, 29th March, Thursday, 16th April,  
Sunday, 3rd and Thursday, 21st May, Sunday, 7th 
and Thursday, 18th June 2015, meet at Seagull 
Lane gate. Tools, tea/coffee and biscuits provided. 
Contact: Jennifer Rye (01243 376926).
Emsworth Tree Wardens: Taking care of Trees in 
Emsworth and surrounding area. Various ongoing 
tree-related projects. Contact: Ann Jolly (01243 
372847).
Friends of Emsworth Memorial Garden: Helping to 
maintain the garden on the south-east corner of 
Horndean Road Recreation Ground. Meet at 10am 
on second Monday of each month, 10 November, 
8 December & 12 January. Contact: Maurice Clarke 
(01243 373744).
Friends of Emsworth Waysides: A conservation 
group looking after waysides and verges in need 
of conserving in Emsworth. Contact: Jane Brook 
(01243 389131).
Friends of Hollybank Woods: Monthly Sunday work 
parties are planned this spring and summer. For 
details, contact: John Bond (01243 376302).
Friends of Nore Barn Woods: Work sessions: 
9.30am-12noon. Saturday 15 November, 13 
December & 10 January. Tools, coffee and biscuits 
provided but bring gloves. Meet at shore end of 
Warblington Road. Contact: Roy Ewing (01243 
370705).
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust: Holds 
monthly talks September-March, plus weekly 
wildlife walks and nature notes. Visit www.hwt.
org.uk/events.php or call Andrew Powling (023 
9225 8457).
Slipper Mill Pond Preservation Association: 
Contact Nick Madina (01243 377749).

Political Representation
Councillors
Chichester District Council 
Mark Dunn, (Westbourne Ward) Wildham, 
Stoughton, Chichester PO18 9JG. Tel: 01243 
535202, Email: mdunn@chichester.gov.uk
Bruce Finch, (Southbourne & West Thorney Wards) 
High Gables, Apple Grove, Emsworth PO10 8EU. 
Tel: 07751 351903. Email: bfinch@chichester.gov.uk 
Robert Hayes, (Southbourne & West Thorney 
Wards) 6 Westview Cottages, South Lane, 
Southbourne, PO10 8PS. Tel: 01243 371388. Email: 
rhayes@chichester. gov.uk 
Graham Hicks, (Southbourne & West Thorney 
Wards) Epworth House, 97 Main Road, Emsworth, 
PO10 8EX. Tel: 01243 371211. Email: ghicks@chich-
ester.gov.uk 
Havant Borough Council (three Emsworth Ward 
Councillors)
Richard Galloway, 28a Clovelly Road, Emsworth, 
PO10 7HL. Tel: 01243 377009. 
Email: richard.galloway@havant.gov.uk
Brendan Gibb-Gray, 6 Chequers Quay, Queen 
Street, Emsworth, PO10 7AD. Tel: 01243 377355. 
Email: brendan.gibb-gray@talktalk.net 
Colin Mackey, 19 Queen Street, Emsworth, PO10 
7BJ. Tel: 01243 379777. 
Email: colinmackey@ntlworld.com
Hampshire County Council
Ray Bolton, 22 Wade Court Road, Havant, PO09 
2SU. Tel: 023 9247 9682. Email: ray.bolton@hants.
gov.uk 
West Sussex County Council
Sandra James, Knapp House, Steels Lane, Chidham, 
West Sussex PO18 8TA. Tel: 01243 572533, 033022 
24529. Email: sandra.james@westsussex.gov.uk 
MP’s
Andrew Tyrie, (MP for Chichester, including 
Southbourne and Westbourne) St John’s House, 
St John’s Street, Chichester, PO19 1UU. Tel: 01243 
783519. Email: andrew.tyrie.mp@ parliament.uk 
David Willetts, (MP for Havant, including Emsworth) 
19 South Street, Havant, PO9 1BU. Tel: 02392 499746. 
Email: willettsd@parliament.uk.

Community Contacts
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Because food is so important to survival, food preservation is one of the oldest technologies 
used by human beings. Salting, drying, pickling and jam making are all time honoured preserving 

methods that have seen a resurgence over the last few years as we embrace all things homemade. 

Perhaps our perceived austerity and desire to 
waste less, on an ecological and economical level, is 
encouraging people to take up this tasty homecraft. 
There are of course people who don’t make their own 
jams, chutneys and pickles and that’s where artisan 
preserve maker/sellers come in. Any farmers market 
will have four or five to choose from all offering deli-
cious handmade specialties. 

While I am all for factoring seasonality into our 
food choices, bottling the glut of summer produce 
and saving it for the winter is, for me, an act of 
defiance. Cracking open a jar of “summer sunshine” 
during the leaner months helps break the monotony 
of the winter season. We all know what a delicious 
winter treat jams and chutneys are - all you have to 
do is eat them! What we don’t acknowledge, though, 
is just how good they are for you. 

It also has benefits that are a direct result of the 

antioxidants, amino acids, minerals and vitamins 
inherent in the fruits jam is made of. Homemade 
jam, marmalade and lemon curd are high in vitamin 
C helping to prevent colds, promote healing of cuts 
and wounds, and increase energy; they can also 
help lower blood pressure. The amount of fibre in 
pickled vegetables is usually about the same as 
cooked vegetables. Fat-soluble vitamins, such as A, 
D, E and K, are retained during pickling, and there 
is some evidence that they may even become more 
concentrated.

More and more people are looking to reduce the 
amount of sugar in their diets; as evidenced else-
where on this page. No one would deny that the 
sugar content of traditional jams and chutneys is 
high, as sugar is the main preservative. However 
not all preserves are created equal. Handmade 
Caramelized Red Onion Marmalade and Piccalilli 

contain just 200g (less than 1/4lb) sugar per batch 
of 6 to 8 jars. Piccalilli also contains uncooked vege-
tables and turmeric – which is good for liver function. 

A great way to reduce the amount of sugar in 
sweet preserves is to make or search out “fridge 
jam” – so called because the reduced amount of 
sugar it contains means it is imperative to keep it 
in the fridge. When the delicious, organic soft fruits 
are in season at Tuppenny Barn, Maggie makes awe-
some raspberry fridge jam. If you want to make it 
yourself you can’t go far wrong with Hugh Fearnley-
Whittingstall’s recipe which is freely available online.

As with anything deemed “naughty but nice” of 
course moderation rather than denial is the key, 
remembering the old adage that a little of what you 
fancy does you good.             Kate Johnson
Kate is the owner and maker of preserves and jams 
at Thrift Cottage Preserves

Family Health

Preserves and 
everything in 
moderation

Cracking open a 
jar of “summer 
sunshine” during 
the leaner months 
helps break the 
monotony of the 
winter season.

Our Quality Products Include:
- Gold, Silver & Diamond      
Jewellery

- Wedding Rings
- Diamond Engagement Rings
- Five Watch Brands

We also offer:
- Watch Battery Fitting
- Full Repair & Valuation 
Service

- Jewellery & Watches Purchased 
for Cash

16 High Street, Emsworth  
PO10 7AW 01243 372467
Open 9:30am-5pm  
Tuesday to Saturday
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Logs and Kindling
Delivered and Stacked

£10 discount for all who live 
within 3 miles of Westbourne

Logs cut to size
All wood locally sourced

Call us or see our website for 
more details

01243 377220 / 07534 160588
www.aldsworthlogs.co.uk
info@aldsworthlogs.co.uk

Acorn Health receives two  
top awards for quality
Not only have Acorn Health from Havant Road, 
Emsworth been awarded a Patient Partnership 
Quality Mark (PPQM) from the Royal College of 
Chiropractors, but at the end of 2014, they received 
confirmation that they have been awarded a Clinical 
Management Quality Mark (CMQM). 

The PPQM is awarded to clinics that demonstrate 
excellence in meeting patient expectations in a range 
of areas including accessibility, cleanliness and safe-
ty and patient communication.  The CMQM is award-
ed to those clinics that demonstrate excellence in 
terms of operating within a structured and managed 
clinical environment. The clinics must demonstrate 
excellence in a range of areas including clinical audit, 
incident reporting and patient satisfaction.

Philippa McKernan, principle Chiropractor at 
Acorn Health says, ‘I set up Acorn Health with one  

aim in mind, to provide top-quality care to the 
residents of Emsworth and the surrounding areas, 
and so we are thrilled to have been recognised by 
the Royal College of Chiropractors so soon, having 
opened just last year. We have had a great first 
year and the support and enthusiasm we have had 
from the community in Emsworth has been truly 
amazing.”

In receiving these awards, Acorn Health have 
become one of less than 50 clinics in the UK to hold 
both awards!           Lesley DiFonzo

Sign up for Acorn Health’s  
e-newsletter online at 

www.acornhealth.org.uk to receive 
health news, prevention tips and more       

Family Health

Book Review:

Oh Sugar!
“When a fruit yoghurt contains more sugar than 

ice cream, and a cereal bar is sweeter than choc-
olate, you know something’s gone badly wrong 
with our diets.”  This is the powerful introduction 
to “Oh, Sugar!” by local author Katherine Bassford. 
With the ever-increasing rise in obesity, and the 
consistent bombardment of celebrity diets, 
health news, and “lose weight fast” advertising, 
you might want to lose weight or change diet, 
but have got lost in the complexities of ‘healthy 
eating’. What you need is a true directional com-
pass in a confusing world of calories, content and 
hidden sugar.

In a comprehensive and knowledgeable way, 
Katherine uses “Oh, Sugar!” to help us navigate 
towards a better understanding of what is in our 
food. As a healthcare professional, I know it is not 
enough to inform my patients of what constitutes 
a healthy diet, there are often coping mechanisms 
and years of habits that need breaking before-
hand, and this is the forte of Katherine’s book. 
Using “Mindfulness and Meditation” sections, as 
well as research-proven tips and advice, you have 
real strategies that can be easily implemented 
into your day-to-day lives, to help make healthy 
eating achievable.

“Oh, Sugar!” is a gold mine for re-learning 
everything you thought you knew about diet and 
the all-important additive - sugar.

Philippa McKernan, Acorn Health

Oh Sugar! is available from Amazon, 
WHSmith, Asda, and Sussex Stationers.
(NB: Bookends in Emsworth are 
considering stocking the book too.)

      

Katherine Bassford, is the author of Oh Sugar! She 
has plans to start a small local group for writers. 
Emsworth has become her home of choice and a 
source of inspiration for her writing. Here she tells 
The Ems why.

“Ever since I can remember, I have had two 
dreams: to be an author and to live by the coast. 
But by the time I reached my 40s, working as 
a personal trainer and healthcare copywriter, 
I didn’t look any nearer to achieving my goals. I 
knew if I didn’t do something drastic to change my 
life, I’d always regret it. Life is too short to sit there 
and think ‘what if?’ So in 2013 I took the plunge 
and moved from Surrey to Emsworth.”

“That makes it sound as if everything happened 
overnight but the reality is I spent over three years 
researching towns and villages all along the south 

coast before falling in love with this area. I pro-
crastinated for years but moving here was the 
best decision I ever made! I’m passionate about 
living in Emsworth. It’s such a beautiful, friendly 
place. There’s stunning scenery and nature on 
your doorstep. And there’s a great sense of com-
munity here too. There’s no comparison between 
my old life and my new life here. There’s no doubt 
living here has helped me write my books.” 

“My first health book Oh Sugar! was published 
on 1st January this year and I have three more 
books in the pipeline – an adventure novel for 8-12 
year olds and two more non-fiction books. Finding 
the time to write can be tricky. I work part-time 
in publishing and only have a day or two a week 
to write my blog and work on my books. The long 
term goal is to write full time... it might just take a 
few years to get there!”

‘In the meantime, I’m starting a local group 
for writers; just meeting once a month or so for 
friendship and support. If anyone reading this is 
interested, I’d love to hear from you.’

www.katherinebassford.com
Katherine’s blog can be found here: www.you-

canthidethespark.wordpress.com

Inspiration 
to write

       

Selling in 
Emsworth?
Sell your home for just       

        .75% +VAT

       
Call us now on 01243 375051 or feel free 
to pop into our office to discuss your move.

Register with us to be the � rst to know about new properties coming 
onto the market. It’s quick and easy and only takes a minute or two!

maximum exposure

at 
www.treagustandco.com

treagustandco.com 01243 375051The Wren Centre, Emsworth, PO10 7SU

Selling in Selling in 
Emsworth?

Selling in 
Emsworth?

Selling in 

Sell yourat 

Let us help you find 
your dream home
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01243 430020 / 0771 7510 294  room101.emsworth@virginmedia.com 

 
Open 7-Days a Week 10am to 5pm 

EMSWORTH ANTIQUES Etc 
16-18 WEST STREET, EMSWORTH 

               VALENTINES ALL BEEN GIVEN ? 
                 GIFT BOX LOOKING FORLORN? 
                 NOW EASTER’S NOT FAR AWAY  
    .  .  .  SO SO COME & BROWSE WITH US 
    
  
 

 

 

 

SO RE-FILL YOUR PRESENT BOX   
& ENJOY THE FUN OF GIVING!   

REMEMBER :  
IT’S FUN TO SPEND ON A FRIEND! 

MONTHLY AUCTIONS 
PARISH HALL, CHURCH PATH 

 

Each sale 500+ LOTS of 
ANTIQUES, VINTAGE, CURIOS 
COLLECTABLES, ‘RETRO’, Etc.  

 

VIEW  3pm SALE STARTS 5pm 
 

Adm £1   Commission 12.5%  No VAT 
6th MARCH      10th APRIL 

8th MAY         5th JUNE 
3rd JULY         4th SEPT 

 

FREE HOUSE-CALLS & VALUATIONS  
CLEARANCE & SALES ADVICE 

INFO, HELP & TO BOOK LOTS CALL 
(01243) 376403  or   0771 7510 294 

room101.emsworth@virginmedia.com 

EMSWORTH AUCTIONS 

Thorney Island School ready for Spring

Pupils at Thorney Island School planted bulbs in their school grounds and were thrilled to watch them grow. The school is 
now enjoying a splash of Spring colour in its grounds thanks to the hard work of the students.

• ROADS • DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS 
•  BLOCK PAVING • MACADAM • 

CONCRETE • LANDSCAPING

01329 847777 
www.newdrives.co.uk

NEWDRIVES
Paving and Surfacing Specialists

Drive on our Experience!

Community Open Day for new  
Public Open Space - a great success
Residents have taken the first step towards making 
the new Public Open Space next to Redlands Grange 
an important part of their community at a recent 
Open Day.

Nearly 100 local residents met Charlie Carter, 
the artist commissioned by the Redlands Grange 
developers to design and install public art on the 
new Public Open Space, previously Hampshire Farm 
adjacent to Redlands Grange housing development. 
Most of the visitors who came to Westbourne Parish 
Hall on Saturday 14 March, 2.30 to 6.30pm live on the 
Redlands Grange estate with Westbourne coming 
second. Local residents provided some very useful, 
positive and constructive feedback regarding both 
the Open Space and Charlie’s work.

Charlie was really pleased with the interest shown 
in his ideas about the direction his design might take, 
“I now feel I that I have a sense of direction to guide 
the design making process towards creating a piece 
that will enhance the space. It was clear that many 
people wanted a piece that was more than just 
something to look at. Whilst I have not been com-
missioned to make either something to play on or 
a seating area, there was a strong feeling that the 
sculpture should be user friendly.“

“There were expressions that it should incorpo-
rate and celebrate the uniqueness and diversity of 
the area. The proximity of the River Ems was consid-
ered important and should be represented in some 
way in the sculpture, as should references drawn 
from the history of the site. From the Open Day, it is 
clear that there are many knowledgeable local peo-
ple prepared to join together to make this space a 
really special place to be enjoyed and engaged with. 
It is my intention that the sculpture I create should 
be one part of a community effort to create an area 
that is a little different and accessible to the whole 
community.”

It must be emphasized that the developers are 
paying for the public art as part of a Section 106 
agreement which was one of the conditions to get-
ting planning permission for Redlands Grange and 
the money cannot be transferred to other amenities 
on the Public Open Space.

Information provided by Havant Borough 
Council included a brief history of the open space 
and the opportunity to choose a name for the new 
open space. The Council will be updating their 
Hampshire Farm public art website with some of 
the exhibition material for those who were unable 
to attend the event. There will be an online vote 
to decide a name for the public open space. For 
more information, keep an eye on the following: 
www.havant.gov.uk/development-management/
hampshire-farm-public-art

Visitors were also able to voice their concerns 

about the current condition and facilities at the Open 
Space to representatives of Bellway & Bloor Homes, 
the developers, and to Havant Borough Council 
(HBC), the owners of the public open space. The 
main concerns are: difficult entrance at Longcopse 
Lane; dog fouling, especially the inadequate number 
of bins, lack of fencing round children’s play areas, 
flytipping and preventing access to inappropriate 
uses such as motorbikes. HBC will endeavour to find 
a resolution to some of these concerns as soon as 
possible.

Greening Westbourne were pleased with the 
interest shown in their Community Orchard project 
which will cover about 1 acre towards the eastern 
edge of the open space. Richard Hitchcock said, “If 
all goes to plan, the first trees will be planted in the 
autumn”. 

Community involvement in co-operation with 
HBC will be needed for the management and main-
tenance of the 40 acres of public open space. It was 
therefore very gratifying that Rachel Moroney of The 
Conservation Volunteers (TCV) reported that nine 
local residents put their names down with the aim 
of starting a ‘Friends of’ group. Rachel will assist in 
this process as TCV has done in the past with other 
local conservation groups in Emsworth.

Other local groups also represented were: 
Friends of Hollybank Woods Wildflower Living Seed 
Bank, Emsworth Tree Wardens, Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group, Hampshire Bat Group and Girl-
guiding. Other free attractions included Face paint-
ing by Jules and Decorating Bug Houses by Debbie 
and Larry. Light refreshments were kindly donated 
by the local Co-Op.      

Frances Jannaway
Emsworth Tree Wardens

L to R: Jo Dyer, Charlie Carter, Frances Jannaway

Community News
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     Tenant Introduction
       ½           

     Part Managed Service
      6% +VAT

     Fully Managed Service
      8% +VAT

 +VAT

Landlords  Are your properties in safe hands?

8   SOUTH STREET
EMSWORTH   01243 375676

So they invested in apprentice mechanics and 
gave them training in engineering and motor re-
pairs. Most of the apprentices were on day release 
courses at local colleges and were apprenticed for 
five years. That didn’t mean that they were always 
nose to the grindstone; there was always time for 
fun. Bernie Gudge, Roger Horwood, Ernie Newell, 
Keith Shuker, Graham Clark and John Norris (known 
as Johnny Seagull because his father was publican 
at The Seagull pub) were some of the long line of 
apprentices.  

When they started they were the puncture and 
errand boy. Of course finding left-handed screw-
drivers, collecting extra strong light beams for head-
lights and going up to Mr. Mant’s hardware shop for 
ten bobs worth of keyholes was all part of it.  

Their working conditions were not like a garage 
now – most of them would be working in the green 

The Lillywhite Boys and Girls
In the first of Linda Newell’s recollections about Emsworth as  

it was then, we meet the Lillywhite boys and girls

shed, which was a large corrugated barn beside the 
Town Mill – holes in the wall and mud floor, but they 
got on with it. 

Once they had learnt to drive Lillywhites let them 
drive customers’ cars on test drives and it was an 
education to see them manoeuvre all the cars into 
the workshop at the end of the day without any 
scratches or bumps. 

The even raced their own stock car. Roger was 
driver and in charge, but they all mucked in and 
how they managed to finish work, sort themselves 
out and then get to Aldershot in time for their rac-
es. Not only the local track at Aldershot, but they 
travelled to Ipswich (where they upset the locals by 
winning every trophy on one night), Wimbledon and 
Peterborough.

Their usual meeting place was the Lord Raglan, 
across the road and when they went out in the 

evenings, they were a smart group and local girls 
enjoyed being with them. Usually there was a dance 
somewhere in Emsworth on Saturday night, for a 
local charity or group.  

One of the favourite haunts was the Bali Hai Club 
at Aldwick. No smoking or drinking on the dance-
floor. There was also the Mecca in Arundel Street, 
but that was not so exclusive, as there could be 
fights between the locals and sailors.  They preferred 
Aldwick. To finish the evening – well early morning – 
they would end up in Portsmouth at a transport café 
eating a full English breakfast.

It is several years since the old green shed gave 
way to housing, and Roger lives in Spain now and 
Linda’s special Lillywhite Boy died a few years ago, 
but if you know where to look you can still find 
Lillywhite Boys scattered around the area, still with 
engine oil in their veins instead of blood.

Motor repairs

• Servicing
• MOT testing
•  Electronic diagnostics
•  Tyres and exhausts

Bodywork repairs

•  Full bodyshop facilities
•  Mitsubishi & SAAB approved
•  Insurance and private work
• Free loan car

Tel. 01243 372336 
www.lillywhitegarage.co.uk

Complete car care under one roof

Approved 
Bodyshop

The 1960s saw the dream 
of everyone owning their 
own car beginning to come 
true. Joe, Len and Charlie 
Lillywhite had the foresight 
to see that if they had well 
trained motor mechanics to 
help these new car owners 
they could be in the forefront 
of the boom.
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Rosemary Foundation is Emsworth 
Business Association’s chosen charity
Another great charity is being supported by the 
Emsworth Business Association (EBA) in 2015; the 
Rosemary Foundation.  A charity providing a ‘Hospice 
at Home’ service in Petersfield and the surrounding 
towns and villages. It is intended to help patients in 
the latter stage of life threatening conditions. The 
Rosemary Foundation provides a team of qualified 
and experienced specialist nurses, counsellors and 
care assistants, supported by providers of clerical, 
financial and administrative services. 

 “The Rosemary Foundation are most grateful to 
be chosen as the EBA Charity of the Year for 2015. We 
are sure their profile will raise awareness of the work 
we do, and monies raised will make a significant 
contribution to the successful ongoing delivery of 
the Rosemary Foundation service.” Jeremy Mitchell 
Manager

“I am extremely pleased that the EBA committee 
chose another local and worthwhile cause in the 
Rosemary Foundation, their work is not only valu-
able to the patient but also a great support to the 
family’s involved too. I am sure as ever our members 
will do everything they can to raise the profile of the 
Rosemary foundation and dig deep to raise valuable 
funds which they rely on” Giles Babb, Chair EBA

‘The Wheelyboat Trust has been very fortunate 
to be the Emsworth Business Association’s chosen 
charity in 2014. They raised enough money to help 
keep Chichester Harbour’s JQD Wheelyboat project 
in full swing for another three seasons!  We are 
really looking forward to the season ahead taking 
even more disabled children and adults on day trips 

around the beautiful harbour along with local groups 
like Thorney Island Nursery. Enormous thanks to 
everyone who supported us.” Andy Beadsley, the 
Wheelyboat Trust.             EBA

Marching bands and an Emsworth rose

One of the highlights in the ever growing list of top 
events planned for Emsworth this year is due to take 
place on St George’s Day, Thursday, 23rd April. The 
ever popular St George’s Day Parade starts at 10.30 
in the morning and sees the town come alive to the 
sounds of marching bands. 

The route takes the marching bands, soldiers and 
school children up from the bottom of Queen Street 
to St Peter’s Square, where veterans, officers and 
soldiers alike are due to gather to receive a very 
special rose from Havant’s town Mayor, Marjorie 
Smallcorn. 

The rose is known as the Emsworth rose - previ-
ously called the Imjin rose after the 36 Gloucester 
regiment fought a battle on St Georges Day at the 
Battle of the River Imjin in Korea in 1951. The few 
surviving soldiers were each given an Imjin rose to 
commemorate their bravery. Soldiers from today’s 
Imjin Battery, the 12th Regiment are based on 
Thorney Island and it is they who will march on the 
day, accompanied by the Band of The Royal Artillery.

Brendan Gibb-Gray, who organises the event 
each year told The Ems, “This is a special year for 

the parade with the Imjin Battery and is a way of 
showing our continued appreciation of their service 
of duty to our country.”

“L/Cpl Joshua Leakey, a Hampshire man attached 
to the Parachute Regiment has become only the 
third British soldier to receive the Victoria Cross in 
the Afghanistan conflict. It is for soldiers like Joshua 
and his comrades that we hold our annual St Georges 
Day parade. Please come along and support our ser-
vice men and women who are often asked to make 
the ultimate sacrifice on our behalf.”

The St Georges Day Parade in Emsworth raises 
funds for soldiers and their families for several dif-
ferent charities. In the last 6 years over £25, 000 
has been raised through the generosity of Emsworth 
residents for ‘SSAFA’, Help for Heroes, 47 Regiment 
charity and the Army Benevolent Fund (ABF). Each 
of these charities share amongst each other to en-
sure money goes to the neediest.

The parade is going to be led by the Commander 
Officer L/C Giles Malec and children from Thorney 
Island Primary School.               

Lesley DiFonzo

Community News

Giles Babb (right) with a disabled serviceman receiving a 
cheque for nearly £4000 for the Wheelyboat Trust. The 
money was raised during 2014 by the Emsworth Business 
Association
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St George’s Day Parade

 

SALES OFFICE
9a High Street, Emsworth,  
Hampshire PO10 7AQ
Telephone: 01243 377655

E-mail: property@borlandandborland.co.uk

www.borlandandborland.co.uk      www.borlandandborland.co.uk      

•  Residential Sales  •  Property Valuations  •  Land / Development   •  Floor Plans   
  •  Lettings  •  Block Management  •  Landlord Rent Guarantee  •  Energy Performance Certificates

Attractive, older style three 
bedroom family home 
brimming with character and 
charm, located within waking 
distance of Emsworth town 
centre. Garage and off-road 
parking to rear. EPC: E

LETTINGS OFFICE
6 High Street, Emsworth,  

Hampshire PO10 7AW
Telephone: 01243 379000

E-mail: property@borlandandborland.co.uk

AWARD WINNING  
INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS

Emsworth

Price £350,000

Emsworth    EPC: D

Price £749,000

Emsworth    EPC: D

 Price £315,000

Havant   EPC: B

£1400 pcm

Emsworth     EPC: tbc

£1250 pcm
Old Bedhampton    EPC: E

Price £850,000

Emsworth   EPC: D

Price £399,995

Emsworth    EPC: B

£925 pcm Tidal moorings available to rent.

    F
or Sale

Dolphin Quay
For Sale For Sale To Let To Let

For Sale For Sale To Let


