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Map 1 - Emsworth
The area covered by this Design Statement is contained within the ward boundary shown in purple

Maps are based on Ordnance Survey data provided by HBC. "© Crown Copyright.
All rights reserved (LA100019217) (2006)."
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A Design Statement records the distinctive character of a
village/small town and its relationship with the surrounding
environment. It defines design principles or guidelines which
have the objective of maintaining or enhancing this distinctive
character.
The Design Statement process is initiated, managed and
undertaken by members of the community and funding has to
be raised.
The Design Statement is submitted to and approved by the local
planning authority.

Change is inevitable, but the objective of a Design Statement is
to help channel this change constructively, giving guidance on
what is considered important by the community to those
involved in planning and development decisions. It should also
provide an information source for members of the community
when they wish to comment on proposals.

There has been significant change in planning processes since
the EDS project started five years ago and as a result the
permitted role and scope of a Design Statement has changed,
not least in its status and ‘authority’. For Havant Borough
Council (HBC) to adopt the EDS as a material consideration for
Development Control purposes within the Planning Department
some content needed to be removed and Design Points needed
to be redrafted as Design Considerations. Much of the excluded
material relates to planning policy requirements, which are now
matters for the Local Development Framework (LDF), which will
replace the Local Plan (LP).
The purpose of the EDS is to contribute to the protection and
wherever possible the enhancement of the human, economic,
structural and environmental qualities identified by the project
so that Emsworth continues to be a thriving community in an
attractive setting.

Given the wealth of character that can be found throughout
Emsworth it is considered essential to consider more than the
historic core. In many cases it has proved possible to specify
individual Design Considerations in such a way that they should
be applicable throughout Emsworth. Though it is not possible
to focus in detail on individual features, properties or streets in
the same way as would be the case for smaller communities, it
is believed that the range of photos should provide a good
introduction to Emsworth’s character. Particular care has been
taken to ensure that the end result reflects important and
widely held views of the community and not just those of the
core group.

Scope of the
Emsworth Design Statement (EDS)

What is a Design Statement ?
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Regular updates were provided in The EMS, a quarterly
newsletter published by the ERA, and delivered free to all
households. Updates were posted on the website and stands
set up at local functions.
Advice was sought from specific individuals and outside bodies,
including HBC Planning Staff, CHC Staff and Planning Aid
South.
The approach was to identify what was particularly valued
about Emsworth as well as potential opportunities and threats;
based on this, topics and Design Considerations
were identified.

The project was initiated by the Emsworth Residents
Association (ERA).
It was then established as an independent organisation, within
the ERA with its own committee. Funding, which had to be
specifically raised for the project, was provided by local
businesses, Hampshire County Council (HCC), Chichester
Harbour Conservancy (CHC) and "Awards for All" Lottery Fund.
At the start there were a number of general meetings and a
small exhibition; these set the framework and identified
volunteers. Since then the bulk of the work has been
undertaken by a core team of about 12-15 people.
The wider community has had a number of formal opportunities
to provide input via the initial public meetings, a questionnaire,
the exhibition of an early draft and the
ratification.

Stages in Development of EDS
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Emsworth is a picturesque and historic small harbourside town,
which is well integrated into an attractive landscape.
The establishment of the market square in the 13th century
triggered the start of the Emsworth we see today. However,
Emsworth is more than just its historic core. The ward boundary
(see Map 1 on inside cover) has been taken to define the
physical area covered by this document. Warblington, Lumley,
Hermitage and those living in areas surrounding Emsworth (see
Map 2 on page 2) also feel part of Emsworth even though
outside the ward.
Emsworth’s eastern border is the Sussex county boundary.
This means that on occasions Emsworth residents feel that
planning decisions, impacting on their town, are taken by
authorities who do not necessarily have their interests at heart.

Emsworth feels like a village and is regarded as such but in fact
it is a small town. It is a thriving community highly valued by its
residents, those who come to work here and the many visitors
from the surrounding area and wider afield.
Emsworth has expanded over the years without losing its
integrity and character. It has retained its community spirit
without which any collection of buildings, no matter how
beautiful, could be nothing more than a museum. There is
widespread concern that Emsworth and its community could be
adversely impacted by inappropriate developments and other
potentially damaging changes. It is hoped that this document
will enable the best possible outcome for Emsworth and its
community during a period of great change and dramatically
increasing pressure for further expansion.
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