
Emsworth developed in the 13th Century around a newly
established market square (photo 1), with streams to the east
and west, a small sheltered anchorage to the south, and the
coast road to the north. The medieval street layout can still be
seen in the old town centre. The inlets were developed into
tidal millponds in the 18th century, creating strong boundaries
to the town centre.

Expansion initially followed the main routes with a major
extension to the north triggered by the coming of the railway
in the 1840s. The distinctive hour-glass shape was created by
development between the Horndean and New Brighton roads
which converged on North Street. Development was restricted
by the recreation ground (previously Emsworth Common) in
the west and the water meadows of the Ems valley in the
east. This pattern was consolidated by the single road bridge
under the railway. This bridge still forms a single pinch point
funnelling north-south traffic into the narrow and twisting
North Street. Relief from the increasing east-west traffic was
provided in 1974 by a short bypass, at the cost of splitting the
town in two. In 1988 the more northerly A27(T) finally relieved
the congestion that was choking the town.

Warblington had been the larger settlement in the Middle Ages and
when a Town Council was created in 1894 it was given the title of
Warblington Urban District Council (WUDC). Emsworth was
administered as a town with an independent spirit for 38 years. It
had its own town hall, built in 1900 to house the council offices, and
also a fire station. The Town Council oversaw a rapid expansion of
the settlement. In 1932, The WUDC was merged with neighbouring
Havant and Waterlooville to form a larger local authority.
Emsworth’s independent spirit, however, lives on as described in the
‘Life in Emsworth’ section.

Emsworth is now a community of some 5,000 households, with a
town centre still framed and defined by the millponds to the east and
west and Chichester Harbour to the south. The wider settlement is
still separated from neighbouring communities by open space.

Building height varies throughout but is predominantly two storey.
Outside the central core, much of the earlier development was on
substantial plots. Even within the centre, larger houses had
significant gardens and cottages a strip at the back. There has always
been an element of infill but recently this has increased significantly.

Historically, commercial and industrial activities such as milling,
fishing and boat building have always been part of the community
with their buildings and yards located alongside residential
accommodation (photo 2), shops and a large number of public
houses. Even today commercial activities form part of the community
mix.

Some parts of Emsworth are low lying; their future will be informed
by the Shoreline Management Plan and Coastal Defence Strategies.

Settlement Pattern2
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Map 6. Key features of settlement pattern based on
early road layout (shown in red)
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Maps are based on Ordnance Survey data provided by HBC. "© Crown Copyright.
All rights reserved (LA100019217) (2006)."



1 Emsworth developed in the 13th Century around the market square, now St Peter’s Square

2 Residential accommodation has always been intermixed with traditional core commercial and industrial activities

Emsworth’s Development
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Strengths of Emsworth’s Settlement Pattern
Emsworth’s settlement pattern has a number of strengths, which are
valued by both residents and visitors. These include:-

The wonderful range of buildings in terms of style, materials and
detailing which has been created by phases of infilling around earlier
development.

The areas of open space, water and sky brought right into the town
by the two millponds (photo 1). The relatively low building height,
which allows views and glimpses of sky, countryside and sea.

The variety of urban open spaces, which include the Square, the
Churchyard, the Baptist Church Garden, the Memorial Garden, school
playing fields, recreation grounds, allotments, private gardens and
courtyards and the foreshore walk. These spaces give an impression
of openness and in many cases incorporate trees, shrubs, and other
greenery. They often have an informal or rural character which is
particularly valued (photo 2) and they provide opportunities for
recreation and reflection (photo 3). The car parks provide community
space for bigger events such as the Food Festival (photo 4).

The “village” atmosphere and sense of identity, which is partly
attributable to the healthy mixture of residential, commercial and
small-scale industrial use and partly to the way Emsworth is
separated from the surrounding settlements by countryside.

Design Considerations
1 The strengths and distinctive characteristics of Emsworth’s
settlement pattern including: variety of buildings and
styles; sky brought right down into the town by open
spaces and water and relatively low building heights.

2 Density and scale of individual neighbourhoods. Skilful
design can minimise impact. (See Photo 2 page 16 for a
good example of high density that is nevertheless well
integrated).

3 Variety of open spaces and the contribution of gardens to
greenery and space.

4 Small scale “village atmosphere” with healthy mixture of
residential, commercial and industrial use.

Settlement Pattern - continued2
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1 Water and sky. Town Mill Pond

2 Informality of open spaces is highly valued

3 Opportunties for recreation . . .

. . . and reflection

4 Car parks can provide space
for larger community events

Urban Open Spaces
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