
Unlike many of the smaller settlements around Chichester
Harbour, Emsworth has avoided becoming just another pretty
waterside dormitory. The town centre, although divided by the
A259, is a bustling, concentrated mix of shops and services,
pubs, restaurants and other businesses interspersed with
residences. One of Emsworth’s most valued characteristics is
that many residents can meet a wide range of daily needs
without using a car. The harbour is a major focus as a popular
sailing centre whilst still supporting some historic industries. It
is these features, in a wide-open harbour setting, which
attract the many short and longer-term visitors. The resulting
vitality engendered by the overall interaction of shoppers,
business people, craftsmen and those at leisure all rubbing
shoulders in a setting of historic, nautical charm gives the
town its unique appeal as a vibrant working town.
Many people who are part of the Emsworth community live
just across the border in West Sussex. It is therefore important
that any planning decisions take account of their impact on
this wider community.

Home Town
The shops are well supported and, in the main, independently run
having survived being displaced by national chains. (Photo 1)
‘Home Towns’ are defined as those retaining the most local identity.
The ‘Clone Town Britain’ survey (National Economic Forum 2005)
acknowledges that Emsworth has fared better than most small towns
in this respect being rated in the top 10 of 103 ‘Home Towns’
surveyed in England.
The compact, independent nature of the town centre enables
residents to meet most of their everyday needs and social contact
within a small area and provides the sustainability benefit of
community cohesion. Residents feel a strong sense of identity and
involvement and great importance is attached to Emsworth’s ‘village
atmosphere’ and ‘community spirit.’ (Photo 2)

Vibrant Economy
Residents of Emsworth as well as those from outlying villages see
Emsworth as a centre for shopping, leisure and other services. Core
shops need this wider support. Specialist businesses draw people
from an even greater catchment area thus benefiting these core
shops and the wider community. The right kind of new businesses,
which ideally complement the existing shops and services need to be
encouraged.With the right balance of specialist businesses, shops
and services providing daily needs, Emsworth can thrive. (Photo 3)
There is little substantial food production within Emsworth’s
boundaries but produce from the immediate surrounding area is
available through its shops, e.g. free-range pork from West Ashling
and beef from Chichester Harbour grazing marshes, watercress from
Hambrook and milk from Warblington Castle Dairy as well as locally
grown fruit and vegetables – a sustainability factor in terms of ‘food
miles’. The independent nature of Emsworth’s retailers puts them in a
good position to develop this trend as and when other local produce
becomes available.
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Balanced community
A community is reliant on a good mix of residents in terms of age,
skills, interests and needs. To achieve this a variety of accommodation
is required. This should range from houses for larger families through
to smaller flats. There needs to be affordable housing, sheltered
accommodation and residential homes. Such facilities need to be well
integrated into the overall community rather than massed together in
a few streets or squeezed into outlying corners.

The current balance between commercial, retail and residential use is
just about right and Emsworth is fortunate to have a high level of
employment at present.

Emsworth has a low crime rate although there are occasional
instances of vandalism and anti-social behaviour. These can often be
attributed to boredom and facilities such as the new skatepark are
already addressing the issue. There is still, however, a lack of
children’s playgrounds, particularly in the southern part of Emsworth.
Youth facilities are also sadly lacking.
The playing fields are well used – to capacity on occasions.
Recreation space to the east of Horndean Road and to the south of
Horndean Road/Emsworth Common Road junction has yet to be
implemented.
Play space needs to be designed into new developments in such a
way that younger children can play safely under the watchful eyes of
parents without the needs for long treks to centralised facilities.



2 Time for a chat !

1 Lively centre with good range of independent shops

3 Modern and traditional business
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Design Considerations
1 Designing for maximum pedestrian use in all parts of the
town, including the urban spaces, will help create
welcoming and safe environments.
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Groups and Associations
Emsworth is probably unusual in having such a wide range of
community and voluntary involvement. The Community Board (Photo
1), well supported Residents’ Association and active Business
Association also strongly support the community in their different
ways. The Emsworth Community Association Centre is heavily used as
a venue for a wide variety of clubs, societies and other organisations.
Churches of several denominations have active congregations and
together they support the ecumenical Pastoral Centre (Photo 3) at
the heart of Emsworth, where people can meet informally for coffee
and conversation. There are other locations, which also provide
venues for the community (e.g. the Baptist Hall, St James’ Parish Hall
and the Emsworth Centre in South Street).
There are two active and popular sailing clubs with full social and
sailing programmes. Both sailing clubs use the Town Mill Pond and
the Harbour for the training of junior sailors. These programmes have
ensured that many young Emsworth sailors compete at national and
international level. (Photo 6)
The well-supported Horticultural Society provides support for
gardeners and allotment holders. It also organises the annual
Emsworth Show, which attracts large crowds of mostly local people.
(Photo 5)
Allotments are well used, plots rarely staying empty for long. Infilling
with new homes, having tiny gardens or none at all, is bound to
increase the demand. (Page 14, Photo 3)
The well-established Food Festival, instigated and organised by local
people, attracts very large numbers of visitors and is also greatly
enjoyed by the local community. (Photo 4)
Local people are involved in a range of nature conservation groups
within Emsworth and its surroundings. Groups managing these areas
play a large part in raising public awareness about wildlife
conservation by organizing leisure and educational activities for both
schools and the wider community. In the 2004 survey, 87% of
respondents considered nature conservation areas to be highly
important features of Emsworth.



Living Community

2 Raft racing on the Town Millpond

1 Community Board

3 Pastoral Centre
6 Sailing Clubs

4 Emsworth
Food Festival

5 Emsworth
Horticultural
Society and Annual Show
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